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Chriſtian Reader. 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


ARRIAGE hath ſcarce more that u it, than 
thataccufe it. Moſt men enter into this eſtate, 
and being entered, complain thereof, They ſlould 
rather complain of themſelves, It is an unjuſt thing, 
and a fruit of ignorant pride, to caſt the blame of 


our grievances upon God's ordinances, I had been 


happy, fatth one, had I not been married. Then 
waſt thou fooliſi both before and ſince thy marriage, 
Uſe it well, it ſhall add to thine happineſs, Me make 
bitter ſauce, and cry out that the meatis bitter. Thou 
liveſt in Matrimony not after God's direction, but 
the rules (crooked rules they be) of thine own luſls, 
and then ſayeſt, Oh that I had never married ! O that 

were unmarried? For ſhame heep ſilence! thy 
crying ſhews thy diſeaſe. Thou art indeed married 
to an ill companion, (thy wicked fleſh, that old h 
band ) and art peſtered with ils brood, and neither 
ſeekeſt a divorce from this tyrant, nor endeavoureſt 
to crucafy the wicked off-ſhring thereof. Hence are 
thy woes; not thy huſband, not thy wife, but thy 
pride, thy paſſion, cauſe all this annoyance, all this 


| diſcontentment, 


A2 I labour, 


£45 


J labour, in this little treatiſe, to plead the cauſe 
of Marriage; not /o much in ſpeech, as in deed, by 
direcling the married to the knowledge and pradlice 
of their duties, which would mend all, Theſe what- 
 foever man or woman endeavour to follow, if they 

rode not marriage a ſolace to their | ſouls,” and a 
refreſhing to their other griefs, let me never but 
rieve. | 

Theſe things I recommend to thine underſtunding. 
to thy life. Uſe them, and then ſay how thou ſpeedeſt. 
I intended them at firſt for a few, and now com mu- 
. mcate them to many. It is no uncharitable (T am 
ſure} I hope, no unprofitable deed. I defire that 
thou fhouldeſt make ſome uſe of them,therefore I make 
them public: If not, be ignorant, and complain fill. 
4 mean not to the learned, that can find out belter 
directions for themſelves ; but to thoſe whoſe place 
75 not too good to learn of the meaneſt teacher, even 
unto men of the ſame rank, as they for the moſt part 
were, to whom I ſpake them. If this work profit, J 
am glad, then I know it ſhall pleaſe. However, 
thou haſt it, reader, and better ſhoulaſt have had, 
if 2 ore afforded any better. So 1 commend thee 
to the Lord. 


Thine in the Lord, 


W. I, | 
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MARRIED PERSONS. 
CHAP. 


Shewing the firſt principal duty of the married, viz, 
| Chaſtity. | 


F MUST rank theſe duties under their ſeveral 


1 heads, for the better help of mine own and 
your memories, They are all of two ſorts; ſome 
principal, and ſome leſs principal. The principal J 
term thoſe which are of the very eſſence of Matri- 
mony; the leſs principal, thoſe which are neceſſar 

to its well-being. The breach of the former dif- 
ſolveth the bond, the breach of the latter only 
diſturbs the ſociety ; if thoſe be violated, the ob- 
ligation is void; if thoſe be obſerved (notwith- 
ſtanding other imperfections) the bond remaineth 
entire, though not without a world of unhappineſs, 
Theſe main duties are only two; chaſtity and due 


benevolence, The reſtraining of themſelves from 
all other perſons, and the communicating of them- 


ſelves each to other. For the firit of theſe two: 
the covenant that paſleth between yoke-fcllows, 
doth make it utterly unlawful for them upon any 
occaſion, at any time, (whil't the covenant remain- 


eth in force) to give their bodies to any other, 


This duty is ſo manifeſt, that no man can pretend 


wgnorance of it, The la of God, the law of nature, 
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the laws of all well- ordered ſocieties, do enjoin it. 
It is written in every man's breaſt, and none can 
chuſe, but read it in his own conſcience, if long 
continuance in wilful ſinning, have not put his 
eyes quite out, This ſin doth untie the knot of 
marriage, and annihilate the covenant firſt made; 
ſo that the party wronged, is free from the law of 
his huſband or wife, and at his or her own choice, 


whether he or ſhe will accept again of ſuch a per- 


fidious yoke-fellow : for our Saviour hanſelf, that 
utterly diſalloweth other divorces, doth yet allow 
divorce, in caſe of adultery, But if it be de- 
manded, whetherthe party wronged, may lawfully 
admit the wrong-doer again, after the offence 
known? I anſwer, that in caſe the offenders 
(having been overtaken through temptation, or 
8 having preſumptuouſly oflended) ſhall, 
y apparent ſigns, make known their true deſign 
of amendment, and purpoſe of reformation, then 
it is very convenient, that this offence alſo be 
8 by the yoke- fellow. For the greateſt 
-love, ſhould bury the greateſt wrongs, ſo far as 
God forbiddeth not to bury them: And we read 
not of any commandment, enjoining the wronged 
erſon to make a final ſeparation, But if the 
delinquent perſiſt in his tranſgreſſion, and declare 
Himſelf to be a perſon irreformable, then the party 
awronged, is bound in conſcience, if he can convict 
it, as to complain of the fin, ſo to withdraw him- 
{elf from the finner, That married perſons ought 
to live chaſtly in marriage, all will yield; only 
ſome may perhaps plead weakneſs and fay, that 
they would, but are not able. To whom 1 ſay, 
if indeed they be willing, it ſhall not be hard to 
get power, No Directions can reform the wilful 
inner; but to him that deſireth not to fin, a way 
may be ſhewed of attaining his delire ; and chaſtity 
may be gotten, if men will carefully labour for it, 
And for an introduction unto thoſe directions, 
which we have to give in this point, let this one 
thing be obſerved: that there are ſome men and 


women that bring their bodies undefiled unto 
marriages 
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Marriage, To theſe it will prove more eaſy to 


remain pure in it. Others have polluted them- 


{elves before their entrance into this eſtate; and 
theſe ſhall find, that marriage will more hardl 
make them honeſt: for marriage is like ſalt, that 
will preſerve {weet meat from tainting, but can- 
not reſtore tainted meat to its former {weetneſs. 
Wherefore thoſe that have been ſtain d with 
uncleanneſs before, muit heartily bewail before 
God, their former lewd behaviour, elſe marriage 


will never prevail to contain their defires within 


compals, But now to the matter we were about 
to ſpeak of: a man that hath either come clean 
unto marriage, orelſe unfeignedly repented of his 
former uncleanneſs, ſhall be ſtrengthened againſt 
adultery, by the practice of thele things following: 
Firſt, a conſtant and conſcientious care of per- 
forming private religious exerciſes (viz, reading, 
praying, meditating, and the like) will ſo 1 þ 
the heart, that by means of them, a Chriſtian man 
ſhall become conqueror over thoſe tins which 
ſeem moſt unconquerable, whillt a man is negli- 
gent in them, if he docs not omit them altogether. 
Prayer and meditation will breed wiſdom; and 
wiſdom entring into the foul, will preſerve a man 
from the ſtranger that flatters with her lips, The 


word of God, digeſted by prayer and meditation, 


will be as a ſword in the hand of a valiant man, 
to cut off the neck of theſe luſts, as faſt as the 

make head againſt the ſoul. Eſpecially, a man 
given to this in, muſt often read and think, of 


- thoſe portions of {cripture, that condemn, diſgrace, + 
; threaten this fin, and muſt often and ſeriouſſ 

mule of the dangeruuſnels of it, and make his 
- peculiar petitions to God, for power againſt it; 
and thus arming himſelf moſt ſtrongly, where he 


finds himſelf ſooneſt wounded, he ſhall be ſure to 


elcape thele wounds. 


Secendly, Painfulneſs in one's calling, muſt 


divert the mind from all inflaming fancies, and 
| find the ſoul and body both ſy much employment, 
zin things of a lawful and uſeful nature, that there 


may 


_ 


„ 


is certain, an idle perſon, if occaſion, and his 
bodily conſtitution ſerve, will at laſt prove adul- 
terous ; but the diligent hand, joined with hearty 
prayers to God, will preferve a man (at leaſt a 
married man) pure md nd Wherefore let 
every man, that longeth to be free from this of- 
fence, ſhun idleneſs, and embrace buſineſs : let 
him chuſe a calling whercin to walk, and give 
diligent attendance upon his calling ; let his hand 
or head, or both, be hit fet at work in ſomething 
that belongs to his vocation; and when his calling 
(1 mean his particular calling} ceaſeth to require, 
or need his preſence, let the works of his general 
calling (eſpecially thoſe acts of religion formerly 
mentioned) take up his mind and thoughts, ſo ſhall 
he be ſure to fave himſelf from the danger of this 
1 wickedneſs. 
Thirdly, Temperance in diet muſt be called in 
to the aid of chaſtity, It is caſy to put out the 
fire by withdrawing fuel, at leaſt to keep the flame 
| within the chimney, When the blood and ſpirits 
Fi s are inflamed with meat and drink, not only the 
body is apter to entertain the impreſſions of Inf, 
but the ſoul is unable to conſider any good thing 
that ſhould repel ſuch motions: but a body kept 
from fulneſs, yields itſelf to the foul with more 
| eaſe. Let him, therefore, be duly-ſparing in His 
(| food, that deſireth to be chaſte in his marriage. 


muſt {ſhun the corner of the harlot's houſe, and 
not come near the place (if he can chuſe) where 
ſuch a one dwelleth, as might cauſe him to 
offend : he muſt reſolutely debar himſelf the ſo— 
ciety of ſuch, and keep himſelf from places, times, 
companies that may ſoitcit ; and to that end he 
f | muſt reift by prayer, the firſt motions of this 
| wickedneſs, When Solomon had ſaid, that he was 
void of underſtanding that did commit adultery-; 
he adds further, he ſhall not be innocent that 
toucheth her. Dalliance will breed whoredom 
unavoidably; and unſeaſonable company and 

; | place, 


2 — 


may be no leiſure for ſuch unlawful conceits. t 


f | Fourthly, He that would be free from adultery,. 
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place, will almoſt enforce to dalliance, Where- 
fore a man mul preſerve his innocency from the 
groſs act of evil, by ſhunning all manner of dal- 
lying; and that he may keep himſelf from touch- 
ing her, he mutt flee from her, and be far away 
from the pit ſide, that might devour kim, Shun, 
therefore, with all diligence, all opportunities of 
this wickedneſs; eſpecially ſhun (as a rock} the 
company of a perſon apt to tempt, or be tempted : 
and conider, that even cold water will become 
hat, if it be {et too near the fre. And theſe di- 
reftions are ſuch, as agree to all equally, married 
and unmarried, | . 

There remaineth another kelp, peculiar to the 
married perſons ; and that is, the due and lawful 
enjoyment of marriage, The ordinances of God 
ſail not to eltett the things for which he appointed 
them, if our abuſe of them do not kinder their 
efficacy. Now God hath ordained matrimony to, 
prevent whoredom. Wherefore let marriage be 
uſed as it ought, and the married mall not miſsof 
this effect thereof. And of chaſtity, one chief 
duty of the married, ſo much. Let us go forward 
to the ſecond, which is due benevolence ; in- 
treating you to take notice, that what ſhall be 
there ſpoken, will be exceeding helpful to this 


firſt duty alſo, We muſt teach you the lawful 


fruition of marriage, that you may attain to purity, 
one ſpecial end of marriage. 


LL LO OE I I ek 
CHAT H. 


Treating of the ſecond principal duty of the married, 
Due Benevolence, | 


HE Married are bound in conſcience to afford 

to each other a mutual enjoyment of cach 
other, according as either of their needs ſhall re- 
quire. The ſcripture is as plain this way as may 
be, Let the man give unto the wife due benevolence, and 


4% the wife unto the huſband, The word lignifieth 


andebted 


11 10 


exdebted benevolence. It is a debt, you hear, and all 
debts muſt be paid when they be required, Thoſe 
whom God hath joined (faith our Saviour; let no man 
put aſunder, And again, Man Hall cleave to his 
wife, and they twain fhall be one fle. And again 
the apoille, Let them not defraud each other, And 
yet again, 7 he wiſe hath not power over her own body, 
but the fruifrand; neither hath the ſband power over 
hs oon body, but the wife, It is not in the power 
of either of them, whether or no they will live 
cach with other : but they are boundin conſcience 
to do it, and cannot without grievous ſin deny it. 
Marriage is fruſtrate, if this duty be not perform- 
ed, and the ordinance of God made void, unleſs 
thoſe that live in it carry themſelves according to 
his appointment this way. I deny not but that 
there may be a time of ſeparation for ſome good 
ſpace together, either for the publick ſervice of 
the country, or for needful private affairs, ſo that 
it be with conſent and upon good grounds: but it 
is not lawful for a man or woman to leave each 
other, totally or finally, with a mind of not re- 
turning again to the former ſociety. 


But let us conſider a little, what rules they muſt. 


follow in this their ſociety. Four things muſt be 
regarded about it, viz. that it be ſanctified, ſeaſon- 
able, temperate, and willing. 

Firſt and chiefly the ſociety of the married muſt 
be ſanctified, that is, made holy and lawful unto. 
them by the word of God and prayer. They muſt 
be both informed by the ſcriptures of the lawful- 
neſs of that their conjunction. For God hath ſaid, 
Let every man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own huſband, And again, Marriage is ho- 


nourable among ſt all men, and the bed undefiled. So 


that there wanteth not fufficient warrant, in moſt 


_ expreſs words, to authoriſe the conſcience of any 
man, to take to himſelf the benefit of this ordi— 
nance. And beſides due information of the law-. 
fulneſs of marriage, it is requiſite that they ſo- 
lemnly crave the good leave of God, for the enjoy- 
ment of this ordinance, and alſo his ſpecial bleſſing 
| upon 
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upon it, not forgetting to return him particular 
thanks for his infinite goodneſs, in providing this 
neceſlary means of man's increaſe and comfort, 
This point 1s not to be denied of any, that will 
not deny the authority of St. Paul; for he doth 
expreſly affirm, that marriage as well as meat and 
drink, is ſanctified by prayer and thankſgiving, 
As therefore it would be a bruitiſh profaneneſs 
for any man to fit down to his table, as a horſe to 


the manger, and cram himſelf with viands, with- 


out craving the bleſſing of God firſt, and to return 
again thence, as a fox from his prey, without 
returning any praiſe to the hand that gave him 
food and appetite : fo it is likewiſe a great licen- 
tiouſneſs for married people, as it were brute 
beaſts, carried forward with the tide of the unruly 
appetites, to come together in marriage, forgetting 
or neglecting to receive the Lord's bleſſing, and to 
give him due praiſes for that his neceſſary and be- 
neficial ordinance. Doth not every man's pri- 
vate welfare, and the publick allo, for the mo{t 
art, depend upon the ſucceſs of this ſociety : the 
3 of poſterity, the ſtay of old age, the comfort 
of weaknels, the ſupport of every man's houſe, 
together with the flouriſhing eſtate of every church 
and common- wealth, doth hang upon the fruit of 
matrimony : for if God ſend barrenneſs, or give 
either monſtrous or wicked children, how great is 
the diſcontent in the former cafe, the vexation 
and torment in the latter? And if many families 
(as it were ſeminaries) be either empty of plants 
altogether, or peſtered with ill plants, how ſhall 
the orchards of the church and common-wealth be 
ſtored with good wholeſome trees ? 

How then can any man eſteem it more than 
needs, to crave God's bleſling in a thing wherein 
it ſo nearly concerneth him to attain it ? Surely we 
ſhould but provoke his curle againſt us, when we 
either forget it as needleſs, or contemn it as ridi- 
culous, to make our petitions unto him, for his 
bleſſing on his own inſtitution, Yea, whereas 
marriage is inſtituted in part for the ſubduing of 

| | inordinate 
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inordinate defires, it cannot be available for that 
e e. unleſs the Lord give it that efficacy: and 
1 


OW Can We expect that he ſhould give it, if we 


ſcorn to beg it, or be thankful for it? Yea, cer- 
tainly, the men that uſe marriage in a brutiſh 
manner, not ſeeing God in it, nor ſanttifing it by 
theſe means untothemſelves, Mall become thereby 
more licentious, more outrageous, more lutlful, 

more impudent "than ever they were before mar- 
riage : for what would be profitable to the ſoul in 
the holy and orderly uſe of it, in the abuſe will 
ever Prove as hurtful, W herefore let no man 
{cot at a duty plainly commanded by God, but 

- now that thou haſt no reaton to expect any bleb 

ſing from God, unleſs thou prayelt to God for it, 

and returneſt to lum the tribute of thanks for that 
which toucheth thee o nearly as the hope of pol- 
terity, and him as the increaſe of his kingdom, 
And if you will be Chriſtians, be ſo in good 
earneſt, and üſe allet! ings chriſtianly and ſancti— 
hedly, and learn to know the force and fruit of 
prayer, even in al! things. And ſo much for the 
firſt rule of duc benevolence, it py be ſanctified, 

without which, propagation and chatttty, the _s 
chick ends thereof, will either not be attained at 
all, or not with comfort, 

[ muſt further be temperate, I mean paring. 
Men au women are reaſonable creatures, and there- 
fore muſt remember, that God hath ordained 
Matrimony, not for pleatures-take chiefly, but for 
the increale of mankind, and mot to kindle luſtful 
deſires, but to quench them. We mult, I confeſs, 
take great heed of laying fnares upon men's con- 
{ciciccs in matters of this nature; and muſt be 
very careful not to bind them, where God himſelf 
hath not bound them. Now for the lcriptures, 
they do not ſet to men any particular limits in 
this matter, but only, in general, tbey commend 
unto us ſobriety and moderation, and acquaint 
us with the true ends of Matrimony. Now this 
ts a certain and univerſal rule, that the quantity 
of every thing mult, as near as we can, be fitted to 

the 
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otherwile become troubleſome to them. 
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the end. Health, and ſtrength, and comfort, are 
the ends of food, there fore ſo much be eaten, and 
no more, as will ſerve to the procuring of health, 
and ſtrength, and comfort. The ſame rule muſt 
be applied to Matrimony. The married muſt not 
provoke deſires for pleaſures- ſake, but allay deſires 
when they provoke themſelves. They muſt not 
ſtrive by words and geſtures to enflame their paſ- 
ſons, when they are cool. But when ſuch paſſions 
arc of themſelves moved, then they mult take the 
benefit of their eſtate to aſſuage them, that they 
may not be troubleſome to them in the duties of 
religion, and of their callings. In a word, mar- 
riage muſt be uſed as ſeldom and ſparingly as may 
ſtand with the need of the perſons married: for 
excels this way doth weaken the body, and ſhoiten 
life: but a ſparing enjoyment would preſerve the 
body from divers diſeaſes in ſome conſtitutions. 
Exceſs inflameth luſt, and diſpoſeth the perſons fo 
offending to adultery, Moderation kills luſt, and 
is a great furtherance to purity, Excels breeds 
laticty, and makes them weary of each other, de- 
firous of ſtrangers: moderation endeareth them 
each to other, and breeds contentment in them— 
ſelves. Exceſs diſables them, without much un- 
quietneſs, to endure ſeparation, upon juſt cauſes ; 
moderation makes it ealy to abſtain when need 
requireth, To conclude, excels hinders procre- 
ation: but moderatenels is a help to fruitfulneſs, 
Wherefore the former general rule mult be care- 
fully obſcrved, and the married muſt no oftener 
come together, than for the extinguiſhing of this 
paflion ingrafted in the body, when it would 
If imagi- 
nation and corruption provoke deſires, the body 
not needing nor inforcing them, not marriage, but, 
prayer and humiliation muſt heal this difeaſc ; but 
when the motions ariſe from the bodily temper or 
fulneſs, the marriage-bed was ordained ſor a 1c- 
medy. Here therefore is great need of chriſtian 


prudence: that they who ſtrive for the maſtery, 
may be temperatè in all things; that wahren all 
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things are lawful to them, yet they may not be 
brought under the power of any, But to ſatizſy 
the natural deſires when unprovoked, they tend 
to unrulineſs; this is a duty betwixt yoke-fellows, 
and this is the temperate enjoyment of God's or— 
dinances, as for a man to drink when labour or 
other occalion hath made him thirlty, Now the 
fanctified uſe of marriage, will alſo procure it to 
be temperate ; but they ſeldom fail to exceed their 
bounds, that regard not to make their ſociety holy 
by prayer and thankſgivings, But this ſociety 
muſt have a third rule; it muſt be feaſonable, with 
a due diſtinguiſhing of the times of ſeparation, 
from the times allowed for that purpoſe; then muſt 
they not take the ſame liberty as at other times, 
they are for that ſcaſon debarred their mutual 


benevolence in this kind. Theſe be lcatons when 
God and nature ſeparate the man and wife in this 
reſpect, Now in any of theſe times it is forbidden 


to the huſhand to converle with his wife. This 


is plain in the law, Lev. xv. 19, 25. allo chap. 


XVIII. 19. chap. XX. 18. 0f all which places married 
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people (hould take due notice. This is one of the | 


_a4mns allo condemned by the prophet Ezekiel, chap. | 


X Xii. 18, It is alſo one of thoſe faults for which 
the Canganttes did ſuffer that fearful deſtruction. 
And the Lord in making this conſtitution, doth 
ſeem to have aimed at the good of poſterity chiefly: 


for if it ſhould fall out, that upon ſuch unſcaſon- | 


able converſation any iltue ſhould follow, necds 
mult the child inherit numerous dilcaſes. 


But a fourth direction mult be given to the mar- 
ried in this point, cheartulneſs and wiliingnels | 


mult ever accompany their meetings ; neither muſt 


they deny themiclves each to other in convenient. 


times, nor vet yield themfelves with grudging and 


{frowardnet>, but readily, and with all demonſtra- 


tions of hearty affettion. The ſcripture teſtifieth 
fo much planly, when 1t intiticth this duty by 


the name of 600d-will, and good-willthatis owing, | 
Now no man can call that good-will which is 
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grudgings and delays. This would alienate the 
heart of the voke-tellyw, and work in him on her 
a ſuſpicion of eltrangement of affection in the 
other party. | 


SPE OE © Di HD 
CH AFP; 
Of the love of married people, 


HERE are alſo beſides theſe, certain other 
duties of an inferior nature, which {crves to 
make the lives of. married people comfortable; 
and thole though they be not ſo ellential to mar: 


vation, that without them matrimony ſhall be no- 
thing elſe but the mother of unlealonatle repent- 
ance, Thelcare likewile of two ſorts, jome com- 
mon to both, ſome proper to each of them. The 
common are allo of two kinds, ſome in regard of 
themlelves, ſome in regard of their families. Now 
the covenant of matrimony doth bind thole that 
enter upon it unto all theſe duties, as well as to 
the former, but not under the {ame fofeiture as 1t 
were. Failing in them doth break God's com- 
mandment very much, but it doth not break the 
bond of matrimony : It forfeiteth their mutual 
peace, comfort and happinels; it doth not for- 
feit their mutual right and power over each others 
bodies, Indeed ſuch is the impenitency of 
man's nature, that ſoon will he conceit to him- 
ſelf a liberty where God gives him none at 
all. Moſt men and women are apt to think, that 
they have due caule not to endure the burden of 
living with ſuch yoke-tellows as have no care to 
perform the duties that ſhall be named, But it is 
a very dangerous thing for us to account ourſelves 
treed from our duty, by that which doth not free 
us. We mult therefore crols the deſires of our 


own hearts, and know that we are {till bound to 
our yoke-fcllows for all their hard uſage in other 
things, 


2 


1 


things, ſo long as in the main matters we be not 
wronged, Thou art no whit leſs bound to con- 


tinue a huſband or wife, becauſe thy yoke-fellow 
is utterly careleſs of ſuch duties as ſhall be named. 
Arm thyſelf therefore with patience to bear the 
want of them, and take knowledge of them, not 
to make thyſelf falſly conceited of liberty, becauſe 
thou do{t not find them, but to make thylelf care- 


ful of doing that which pertaineth to thee, though 5 


thy care be ſlenderly requited. | | 
Now let us lay open the ſpecial points of duty: 
and in general, for the common duties, let this be 
delivered as a never-failing rule, that whatſoever 
thing the common bonds of humanity and chriſtia- 
nity tie every man to perform unto another, that 
the married perſons are bound to perform each to 
other in a far higher degree; for the nearer band 
of matrimony is far from weakening, that it adds 
force to the more general bonds of humanity and 
religion: ſo that what the law of love and piety 
doth command thee to perform to any perſon as a 
man or a Chriſtian, that binds thee to perform 
unto thy yoke-fellow much more yp and 
diligently : and yet this alſo muſt be marked, that 
in theſe mutual duties, the huſband is bound to be 
more abundant and careful, becaule his place 1s 
more excellent. Theſe common duties look in 
art to themſelves, in part unto their families, 
Fhat they jointly owe to themſelves, comes all to 
two heads, love, and the chief effects of love. For 
love firſt, their hearts muſt be united as well as 
their bodies, elſe their union will prove more 
troubleſome than can be imagined, Love 1s the 
life and ſoul of marriage, without which, it differs 
as much from itſelf, as a carcaſe from a living body; 
yea verily, it is a moſt uncomfortable ſociety, and 
no better than a hving death. This makes all 
things eaſy ; the want of it makes all things hard, 
Love ſeaſons and ſweetens all eſtates; love com- 
poleth all controverſies; love over-ruleth all paſ- 
ſions; it ſquareth all actions; it is, in a word, the 
king of the heart, Which, in whom it prevaileth, 
to 
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to them marriage is what it ſhould be, vz, a plea- 
fing combination of two perſons into one home, 
one purſe, one heart, and one fleſh, Two things 
are neceſſary about this point: firſt, to ſhew what 
properties this love mutt have; next, to ſhew by 
what means it may be attained, Now the love oft 
man and wife muſt have theſe two properties with, 
and above many other: firſt, it muſt be ſpiritual ; 
ſecondly, matrimonial, It muſt be ſpiritual in its 
ground, and in its working. Love muſt be built 
principally upon the commandment of God, the 
only furc foundation of it, The God of heaven, 
the maker of affections, mult alſo be their com- 
mander; from whom we have received the pow- 
er of loving, from him we mult allo receive di- 
rections for the right uſing that power. Achriſti— 
an man mult love his wife not only becauſe ſhe is 
beautiful, witty, dutiful, loving, but chiefly, be- 
cauſe the Lord of heaven and earth hath faid, 
huſbands love your wives, The. wife alto mult. 
love her huſband, not only, or chiefly becauſe he: 
is a proper man. of good means and parentage, 
kind to her, and of good carriage, but becauſe he 
is her huthand: and God, the ſovereign of all 
!ouls, hath told women, that they ought to be 
lovers of their huſbands, Not the face, portion, 
beauty, dowry, or good parts of the married, mult 
be the principal caufes of their loving cach other, 
but the will of God, that hath plainly manifeſted 
his pleaſure in this matter. That attection which 
is grounded upon this {table foundation, will be 
laſting : as is the cauſe that procures it: for the 
commandment of God in this matter, can never 
receive an alteration : but that affection that {tand- 
eth upon ether confiderations, will be fabject to 
changing every hour: for how can the bullding 
ſtand faſt, if the foundation be rotten and llippery? 
Either ſome ſtorm of contention will over-throw 
that ill-grounded natural love, or of its own ac- 
cord it will fall down through age; or elle it will 
degeneratc into jealouly, the devouring canker- 
worm, that cats up the heart of married perſons, 
"0 23 and 
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and conſumes or marrs the ſweet fruit of matri- 
mony : but he that loves his wife, becauſe ſhe is ö 
his wife; and God's pleaſure is, that ſuch a per- 


ſon ſhould be loved, Whom himſelf hath united in 
ſo near a contract, ſhall ſo long continue to love 
her, whatever ſhe prove in other reſpects, as ſhe 
continues to be his wife, If thou love thy wife 
for that ſhe 1s fair, well-ſpoken, courteous, this is 
well; but what will become of thy love, if all 
theſe fail ? as all may, and the moſt mult fail, 
Thou loveſt thine huſband, becauſe he is a hand- 
ſome man; hath an active body, is of good wit, 
and good behaviour, and uſeth thee well ; but 
where ſhall we find thy love, if theſe things ſhould 


alter ? as all earthly things may alter. You ſee, 


then, there 1s no firmneſs in that love, which is 
procured only by theſe motives. But if thou love 
thy wife or huſband, becauſe God hath ſo bidden 
thee, the maker of all things hath enjoined it, 
then ſhalt thou find thy love conſtant and perpe- 
tual, as God's law continues for ever the ſame. _ 

Now the knowledge of this property of love, 
that it muſt be ſpiritual, built upon the rock of 
God's commandment, doth meet with all obje&i- 
ons, which many perhaps will make againſt it in 
their own cales: for who (faith ſome huſband} 
can love ſuch a wife? And what wife can affect 
ſuch an huſband (ſaith ſome women?) 1 anſwer 
you both : that huſband that hath learnt to give 
God's word a ſovereignty in his heart, that hath 
made reaſon, rectified by ſcripture, the guide of 
his affections, that hath ſubdued his paſſions to his 
Judgment, and his judgment to his God, and hath 
learnt to think it reaſon for the creature to follow 
the creator's will in all things, ſeem they other 
wiſe never ſo much againſt reaſon; in a word, 
that man that hath his affections ſpiritual, can be- 
tow them even on ſuch a wife; and ſo ſhall that 
woman alſo, that hath attained ſuch ſpiritualneſs 


of love, find it not impoſſible to continue her 


love to ſuch a huſband. | 
Andasthe ground of the married couple's love, 


mult be ſpiritual, ſo muſt alſo the working thereof, 
Is 
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} It muſt bring forth ſpiritual effects, ſeeking the 


ſpiritual good of the party loved, by doing all 
ſuch things with all readineſs, whereby that good 
(the beſt of all goods) may be attained, Their 
affections muſt provoke them, to endeavour after 
the cternal weltare each to other; and to labour 
both, that they may with more eaſe and aſſurance 
attain everlaſting {alvation: for that love which 
hath no higher aim than preſent wealth, peace 
and happineſs, deſerveth no better name than a 
natural and a carnal love, And lurely thoſe that 
love each other becauſe God bids them, will like- 
wiſe love each other in {uch fort as God bids them, 
cven With {ſuch a love as will make them careful 
of each other's ſouls, as well as of their bodies and 
eſtates. Love cannot be ſeparated from an ear- 
neſt. defire of the good of the party loved; and 
therefore ſpiritual love muſt be deſirous of the 
{ſpiritual good, But alas! how exceedingly fail- 
eth the love of molt married people? Yea, of the 
moſt that make ſome ſhews of goodneſs ? Many. 
huſbands and wives have the bodies of their yoke- 
fellow ſo dear, that they cannot endure to think 
of their diſgrace, poverty, ſickneſs, death; but 
what becometh of their fouls, whether they be 
lanctified, in a ſtate of ſalvation or damnation, 
theſe are in the number of thole things wherewith 
they are little moved. But are we bound to marry 
in the Lord, and ſhall not our marriage be ſeaſon- 
ed with love in the Lord? Thou art kind to thy 
wife or huſband, and he or lhe is ſo near to thy 
ſoul, that it goes to thine heart to think that an 

thing ſhould be wanting for their good : it is well, 


But ſo might a Pagan do; ſo may a Turk as wel 


as thyſelf: if the good thou meaneſt conſiſt only 
in being healthy and rich, in living at peace, and 
enjoying all the benefits of nature: dolt thou de- 
fire to make thy yoke-fellow a fellow heir of Clirift's 
kingdom? Doſt thou ſeek to help thy yoke-fel- 
low to heavenly benefits, as well as to thele carth- 
ly? If ſo, this is to love ſpiritually: this love 
beſeems a Chriſtian huſband and a Chriſtian wife. 


It 
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If otherwiſe, thy love 1s to be diſcommended, not 
becauſe it is not good ſo to love, but not good 
enough for a Chriſtian, that is commanded to have 
a more holy and h eavenly diſpoſition than that, 
which may be found amongſt thoſe that know not 
Chriſt, Be not therefore carnal in your loves, 
walking as men, but ſpiritual as becometh the ſons 
and daughters of God, 

Take notice further, that your loves muſt be 
matrimonial as well as {piritual, Spiritualneſs is 
a property of that love that is due to all men; we 
muſt therefore find out ſomething in the love of 
yoke-fellows, that may be peculiar to it, and ſerve 
to diſtinguiſh it from all other loves: for a man 
muſt love his parents, his brethren, his friend, 
yea, and his utter enemies; and love them allo, 
becauſe God bids him, and love their fouls as well 
as their bodies. But the love. of huſband and 
wife to each other, ſhould differ from all other 
loves in two relpects, tin regard of which, I call 
it matrimoni at; Krſt, in the quantity of it: ſe— 
condly, in the effekt. Por the firſt, a man mult 
love his wife above all creatures in the world; 
ſo mult the woman her huſband. Next to the 
living God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the wife is 
to have the higheit room in the Rüden s heart, 
and he in her's. No neighbour, no kinſman, no 
friend, no parent, no child ſhould be lo near and 
dear unto the huſband, as his wife, nor to her as 
her hufband. Did not Elkanahh ſay 10 Hannah, Am 
not 1 better to thee than ten ons ? Surely then he 
ought to be loved better. Their loves muſt ex- 
ceed that of children to parents; and therefore it 
mult know no fuperior attection but that is due to 
the God of heaven. So much love doth one yoke- 
fellow owe to the other, as either of them owes 
unto him or herſelf in a manner, They are one 
body, and mult love cach other, as cach other's 
ſelf; not alone in that common reſpett, wherein 
every +. hriitian is bound to love every neighbour 
as bim If; but in this ſpecia! reſpect, b. cauſe of 
tbe {pecial ncarneſs that is betwixt them. ow 
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and wife are tied together in the cloſeſt of all 
unions; wherefore their mutual affections muſt be 


moſt large and abundant; which, if it be not, 
never will it ſerve to bear thee out in the other 
duties of matrimony. A man and woman mutt do 
more, and ſufter more for each other, than for 
any other in the world: they mult bear with more 
faults each in other, than in any other, and be 
ready to tale more pains each for other, ſeeing all 
eltates are common betwixt them, Wheretiore 
they mult love each other more; for more ol every 
virtue 15 required to be in every one, by how much 
more large effects of it are required. And there- 
fore the mutual affection of C/-ijt and his church, 
is uſed to expre!s the nature of this nuptial love, 
that we inight now it to be ſuch as ſhould come 
as near to the largeneſs of that love, as may be 
poſhble ; but it mult alſo, for effect, be of a bind- 
ing and tying nature; it mult lo knit them to each 
other, that they may receive full {atisfattion in 
each other. The love of the married, mult be a 
ſingle love; cauling a man to account his wife 
the only woman in the world, and not ſo much as 


to yield to the leaſt inclination of having another, 


and ſo the wife's towards him, Their perſons 
ſhould be to each other the moſt precious of all 
perſons ; and lo love mult limit luſt, and keep de- 
lire within compaſs. If any man think this im- 

oſſible, unleſs every man and woman might find 
in their own yoke-fellows, as amiable qualitics as 
are to be found in others; I anſwer, that the point 
formerly delivered about the ſpiritualneſs of af- 
fections, will ſatisfy this objettion : for not the 

ood qualities of either, but the good pleaſure 
of God, is to be the ground of their mutual dearneſs, 
Good conditions help, indeed, to make this duty 
more eaſy ; but it is ſuch, as muſt upon other mo- 
tives be performed, though good conditions be 
away, And again I anſwer, that as a man who 
ſeeth more wit and beauty in his neighbour's ſon 
or daughter, than his own ; yea, whoſeown child 
is detormed, crooked and dull, yea untowardly 

| and 
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and Maus when his neighbour's child is not 
only comely and quick- -witted, but alſo gentle, 
dutiful and oblequious, doth yet love his own 
child above his neighbour's; even ſo ſhould it be 
bet wixt huſband and wife, A man may lawfully 
think another woman, a better woman than his 
own wife; but not love the perſon Of anther 
more virtuous woman, above the perion of his 
own leſs virtuous ; wie ſo likewiſe may I fay of 
the wife towards the huſband, This is matrimo- 
nial love; when for degice it is 1no!t ſtrong and 
fervent, withal ſettling their hearts upon cach 
others perlons, above all in the world befides; 
which we fſce that few huſbands and wives fo 
much as labour to perform. The moſt are ſtill 
upbraiding each other, with what matches the 
might have had; and many could almoſt prefer 
any other but chats own : thele may {mile 0 the 
faces of cach other, but they cannot be ſaid to 
love cach other with a nuptial love. Marriage 
love admits of none equal in affection, but placeth 
the yoke-tcllow next of all to the foul of the party 
in whom it is. Marriage love will not bear the 
defire of change, but links the hearts of the mar- 
ried ſo cloſe together, that they are only dear to 
each other in this reſpect. O how far are moſt 
from loving their yoke-fellows as they ought, 
which yet have thought themſelves to have loved 
cach other as well as need to be ! But now you 
may ſce, how much the moſt deceive themlelves, 
and how far ſhort they are of perfection in thoſe 
duties, wherein they account themſelves molt per— 
fect. We go forward to the ſecond point, (having 
ſhewn what that love is, which we require of 
the married) to ſhew them the means of attain- 
ing it. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Sewing the means of attaining Love, 


F any man, finding a want of ſuch love, deſire 
to know how he may get and encreale it, let 
him underſtand, that love will become ſuch as 
hath been ſpoken) if ſome natural means be uſed 
to confirm it, and ſome ſpiritual, The natural 
means is i : let them have one Houle, 
one table, one chamber, one bed: ſo ſhall they | 
with moſt cafe, have alſo one heart and one foul, 
This was the caule that the Lord ordained in the 
law, that no Jyraelite ſhould be drawn from home 
the firſt year after his marriage, upon occaſion of 
public ſervices in war ; but ſhould for that [pace, 
at leaſt, abide at home with his wife, that fo long 
a time of nearneſs and familiarity. "might make 
their lives for ever after firm and :ndiffoluble. 
Beſides this natural means of procuring love, 
they mult take notice of two, more [piritua] : the 
Otte 18, to take ſpecial notice of God's gracious 
prov FR for good in their match. They milk 
often put themſelves i in mind of that which our 
Saviour afhrmeth, that God hath joined them to- 
gether for-their mutual benefit, We know, that 
a mean gift is much reſpected tor the giver's lake. 
If men and women oblerve the providence of 
God, in bringing them together, then ſhall they 
take cach thay” as love- toke ns from God, an 
ſo ſhall be made very dear to cach other. Fe that 
ſtriveth to love God above all, cannot but love «ll 
his blefhings for his ſake, Wherefore do thou re- 
folve, that Godin great goodnels (for croifes allo, 
to God's people, come in goodneſs) hath beſtowed 
this hutband or wife upon thee ; and thou ſhalt 
not chule, but wourry aflect thy yoke-tollow, 
though dame e hat perhaps ſullied w ith wr. 
neſs and ill conditions; for the dearnels of the 
giver, will countervail the defects of the gift. And 
it thy match be fallen out fomewhat crols unto 


thee, yet know that the Lord did aim at thy good, 
and 


6324) 


and will procure it by this croſs (cauſing, that 


though th life here be leſs pleaſant, yet thy ſoul | 
ſhall have a large recompence, if thou accept it 
with patience and thankfulneſs,) and when the 
yoke-fellow's diſtempers may prove unto thee | 


matters of grief, but ſhall not be able to alienate! 
thine affections. But ſuch as want wiſdom, toi 


behold the hand of God coupling them, ſhall ſoon} 
ccaſe to love, becauſe their loves are not perfetted, | 
and ſtrengthened with the love of God, the only | 
ſtrengthener and perfecter of all virtues, 

There is another means of cementing the ſouls} 


of the marricd, w hich will both help to the for- 


mer: and being joined with it, make it infallibly? 


efleftual; and that is to join together conſtantly 


in the perſormances of exerciles of piety to God, 
chiefly betwixt themſelves, Let man and wit! 


Pray together; let them confer with each other of 
their keavenly country; let them ſing together; 
| a ſhall their hearts be Knit firm to God firſt. Theſe! 


e the beſt means of confirmation to their loves. ; 


Theſe will nouriſh the ſpirit of holineſs in them; 
and that inkindles love. wherever it cometh. 
Theſe will increaſe their faith in God, and faith 


will work by love; in theſe they ſhall feel them- | 1 
ſelves to have been ſpiritually profitable each to 


other: and to receive a ſpiritual benefit, cannot 
but procure a ſpiritual aflection. Here they ſhallf 


erceive themielves ſtrangers of one country, ſer- b 


vants of one family, children of one 5 and! 
needs in- 


members of one body; and this mu 
creaſe their good-will to each other. Religion) 


Will knit the hearts W fait in one. How 
much more efletiuel will it be, to faſten together} 


their fouls, that enjoy ſo many and ſo perpetual 
bands beſides? It is ſociety that moſt times choak-| 
eth the love of the married : they grow weary 
each of other by long fruition, and then they care 


not one for another ; but if they {ealon their na- 
tural communion, With this ſpiritual communion, | 


the comfort and power of this, will prevent all 


Caticty, and make them grow in dearneſs each to 


other, 
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other. Jars and contentions are the greateſt 
: #- hindrances of their love; but the joining toge- 
ther in theſe exerciſcs, will cauſe, that they ſhall 
far more ſeldom jar; and that their ſudden jars 
# ſhall not feſter and rankle, to breed hard conccits 


of each other, which would be the bane of love, 
Prayer will prevent moſt difcontentments, and 
compole all; for when they ſhall appear before 
God in prayer, inſtead of blaming each other, 
only or chiefly (which is the evil humour of 
pride, that makes theſe ſores to rankle,) they ſhall 
each blame themſelves, and take the greateſt fault 
upon themſelves; which being once done, all 
contentions will ceaſe, and all quarrels will como 
toan end, The ſight of God, in his ordinances, 
will quell the pride of their hearts, and mak: 
either to ſee and feel the greatneſs of his or her_ 
own fins; and then the faults of the yoke- fellow 
will ſeem little, and the matter of ſtrife will be 
quite cut off, Yea, if they come before the Lord 
in prayer, they ſhall be ſo truly grieved and 
aſhamed for their jarring, that it will make them 
far more watchful over themſelves, and far more 
able to prevent the like occaſions for the time to 
come. The land-flood of youthful affections will 
quickly be dried up ; but thole lively fountains 
of ſpiritual affection, which the joining together 
in holy exerciſes ſhall have digged up for them, 
will yield a quiet and conſtant ſtream of good- 
will, Thole waves, indeed, make moſt noiſe, but 
this ſpring doth beſt ſervice. That , vehement: 
ardor which ſometimes gocs before marriage, 18 
more boilterous; but this moderate and ſober af- 
fection, that is gotten by {erving God together 
after, is ten times more uleful ; the former, with- 
out the latter, will never make one's lite happy ; 
but this, without that, will abundantly ſuflice, to 
a moſt chearful living in marriage. Fond he or 


ſhe may be, that pray not among themſelves, but 
loving they cannot be: wherefore I pray you all, 
that are, or ſhall be married, tv mark diligently 
this direction, and not to fail in practiſing it. 

W hat 


( 6 ) 


What will it profit you to hear good directions 
from the . of God's miniſters, if you do not 
follow them? Above all other directions, follow 
this: call upon the name of God together, peruſe 
his fer: pt 1es together, ling praiſe unto him toge- 
ther, and telk together of his word and works. 
Loſe not the time you ſpend alone, either in 
worldly communication, or fault-hnding, or in 
merriment, or 1 orting with cach other; but be 
careful to redeem time for thoſe holy duties, 

which as they are in all reſpects * atul fo are 
worth all the time they fhall ſpend, for this ve ery 
fruit, the growth of your lov es, which will fc! 

low. And verily there is none that hath any 
ſpark of godly wiſdom, but ſhall be forced to 
confeſs, if he conſult with himſelf in good car- 


neſt, that the true canſc of the defects of love in 


the married, is the ſeldom coming 0 before 
the Lord. Eitlier they love little, r love car- 
nally: and why 1s this? but beeeufs they pray 
hut little each with other, But if you would 
maintain love againſt all Ereaches, and keep it 
from all decays, and make it always ardent, al- 
Ways lively, and alw ays working; if you would 
wake it religious, holy, ad godly, favouring of 
piety and the divine nature, then follow this that 
hath been told you: for if holy duties knit not, 
and rivet not your hearts together, they will ſoan 


be fevered. If picty to God do not thus od 


your love, it ſhall be but fechle, or carnal, 
both. But then may ſome man or woman 105 
alas! how ſhall I do, that have fuch a huſband 
or wife, as neither can nor will join with me in 
the ſervices of God. To ſuch a one 1 aniwer : 
ray for that yoke-tellow, that will not pray with 
thee; infreat God fo much more often in bchalfof 
thine huſband or wife, by how much they are leſs 
able or willing to 1intreat for themſelves; ſo ſhall 
God in goodne {s turn their hearts to thee, at Icaſt 
thy ſoul [nil] be warmed with heavenly love to 
them; for it is impoſſible that any mould but 
love that perſon much and carne tly, tor whom 


they © 
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8 
t ey pray much and earneſtly. And this alſo is 
Very ſure, though few perhaps will believe it, 
e | that to love one's yoke- fellow ſpiritually and for: 
- 8 vently. though one. be not ſo beloved again, is 
bs 5 much more cantent to the foul, and comtort to 
n the life, than to be beloved of them, without lo 
n loving. 
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V Shewing the firſt effects of Loe, vis. Pleaſingneſs. 


18 effects of this nuptial love, are three 
lealingnels, faithfulneſs, helpfalneſs.. The 
: 5 E ES | 
firſt, which muſt mix itfelf with allthe refit. I call 
le {1 * 5 . ; 28 18 1 iy 41 * 111 7 1 
plealingnets: it is a difpoittion of the will, anc 
carnelt deſire of the heart, to give all content to 
each other, ſo far as they may poſſibly do it with- 
y out inning againſt God, The Apoltle tells us, 
that the marricd man careth ror the things of tins 
life, how he may plealz his wife, and the wife 


allo, how ſhe may pleaſe her huſband. This he 
mentioneth not as a matter in either commend— 
able, but praiſe-worthy in both, and that whercof 
(in all worldly buſin-ſs} they ſhould be mot re- 
gardful: for though it be a matter of ſome difficulty, 
yet it is of exceeding great fruit, and of abſolute 
necellity to the well-being of the family. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that he did ſeek in ail things to 
pleaſe all; meaning ſo far as he could without 
in: this duty is therefare a general duty towards 
all men, and ſhall it not be much more needful 
betw:ixt them that are ſo nearly united? Where— 
fore the huſband muſt do, or leave undone, any 
thing he can, that he may give ſatisfaction to the 
wife; and ſo muſt the wife, for the huſband's 
eaſe, croſs her own deſires to ſatisfy his. 

In diet, attire, in choice of company, in all 
other affairs, they muſt frame themſelves to afford 
each other ſuch an abſolute fulfilling of deſires as 
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may be without the tranſgreſſion of God's law. 


That which will make this duty poſſible is reſo- 


lution and practice; begin, and the proceeding will 
prove pleaſanter than the beginning: that which 
will make it eaſy and comfortable, is the mutual 
labouring for it on both ſides: for if the wife 
would apply herſelf to pleaſe her huſband, he 
would find it an caſy matter to pleaſe her: and if, 
the huſband would ſeek his wife's contentment, * 
ſhe might with much facility content him. En- 
deavour to plcafe, works a willingneſs to be 
pleaſed, and it cannot be difficult to ſatisfy one 
that deſires as well to give as to take fatisfaftion, 7 

But ſome married people may perhaps imagine, 
that their caſe admits not of this advice, becauſe 


they have yoke-fellows ſo froward and diſcon- 


tented, that nothing will content them. Ianſwer, 


It is not in any man's power to make a froward 
perſon take things well, but it is in their power 


to do their belt to ſatisfy ſuch a one, and to o 


ſtrive ſo much the more painfully, by how much 
the other's diſpoſition is more averſe from it. 


God looks that one ſhould not affect, but endea- ; 
vour the fatisfattion of the yoke- fellow: and if 
the one be not behind-hand, in giving all juſt 


cauſe of being pleaſed, the other ſhall bear the 
whole blame Cn God, of the pceviſhneſs, 
which would not ſuffer him or her to be pleaſed, 
It will be obje&cd here, that it will be very hard: 
to continue ſtriving againſt the ſtream, and ſo 
indeed it will. but good duties muſt not be 
omitted, becauſe they are hard. The ſcholar that 
hath an hard leſſon, muſt ſettle more hard to his 
book, and not caſt it away in ſullenneſs, and ſay, 
he cannot learn it: ſo the huſband that hath a 
8 wife, or wife that hath a perverſe huſ- 

and, muſt give more diligence to give content to 


fuch a huſband or wife, and. not careleſly caſt off 


all, with ſaying, they be ſo croſs that nothing 
will pleaſe them: verily this is a painful work, 
but withal it is a poſlible work. It cannot be 
that there ſhould remain ſo great paſſionateneſs 
in 
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Jin the breaſt of any man or woman, but that thie 

vii be kept in better terms, by a yoke- fellow. 
itriving to content them, than if no care at all 
1 mould be uſed that way. Let therefore the hard- 
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neſs make each more diligent : for if the huſband 


or wife will be unquict, do what the other yoke- 


fellow can, how much more if there be no pains 
taken to make thein quiet. , 

Encourage thyſelf in this tediovs labour, with 
remembering, that if thou canſt not pleaſe thy 
YOKC- fellow as thou delirett, thou ihalt not fail to 
pleaſe God, lere thou muſt be put in mind os. 
that worthy counſel, which Solomon's grave coun— 
ſcllors gave his young {on ; {f thou pledſe this people, 
and jpeak to their hearts, they wil be thy fervants for 
ever. So ſay 1 to thee now, if thou ſpeak to the 
heart of thy hufband or wife, and leck to pleals 
him or her, by yield: ing to them even'in things 
perhaps that are ſomewhat unrealonable; this, if 
any thing g, will change their bitterneſs into gen— 
tlencls, and their rebelliouſncſs into ſubjettion, 
Wherefore let all yoke-{cllows meditate thus with 
themſelves: I cannot plcaſe God it I {lrivenot to 
pleaſe my FORE: fellow. He loves not an houle- 
full of braw!s; diſcord drives him with his bleſ— 
ſing ot of doors: and there can be no pac e where 
there is no {ſtriving by mutual pica! ingnels to 
nouriſh and ſettle peace. The harder the proverb, 
the more commendable it is in me, and the betier 
the Lord will take it at my hands, and the more 
will he reward 1t at the laſt, Wherefore I will 
crols mine own defires, rather than mine hulband's, 
or my wife's, and 0 carry mylelt that they may 
receive contentment in all things, if any thing but 
fin and wickedneſs will content them. 

Zrethren, let thwarting and crolling each other 
be far from your houſes, To crols one's ie!t is a 
matter of great praile ; to croſs another, cl{;;ec all 
one io near, IS a point of as great folly as car be; 
neither can any thing in the world leſs become 
married people, and be more reproachful unto 
em, chan to intend the yexing each other; 1 
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will do it, if it be but to anger thee, is à ſpeech ſo: | 


odious in the mouth of a huſband or wife, that 


{ſcarce any thing can be more. The huſband were 


almoſt as good tell his wife, that he will be a 


whore-maſter, ſhe him that ſhe will be an harlot. | 


Doubtleſs this thwarting humour, that will do a 
thing to anger the other, is in the family like the 
cramp in the body, which pulls and racks the 


finews, and makes the body full of torment. This 


Kills all the comfort of ſociety. It is the moſt 
contrary to love of any thing: it hinders the going 


forward of all thrift, and of all duty. Wherefore, # 


let none of you hereafter bear that abſurd thought 


of angering his wife, or her huſband, but next to 


the pleaſing God, make it your buſineſs to pleaſe 


each other. Indeed this caution next to the plea- 
ſing of God muſt needs be put in, or elſe it is a 


wicked thing to provoke God, by ſeeking to 


leaſe a creature. If any thing but the breach of f 


God's law will ſatisfy thy yoke- fellow, thou muſt 


do it, be it never ſo troubleſome, ſo oppoſite to 9 


thine own deſires, and contrary to thine own will; 


for every one of us, ſaith St. Paul, mult pleaſe his 


neighbour, much more his huſband or wife, in 
that which 1s good for edification, But if thou 
canſt not fulfil the deſires of a man, without break- 


ing of the law of God, then ſay, it is better to of- | 


fend a mortal creature, than the immortal God; 
for as God muſt be loved above all, fo muſt he be 


leaſed above all; and as the yoke- fellow muſt be 
e next to God, ſo muſt they alſo be pleaſed 


next to him. Only, my brethren, conſider, that 
this point is delivered unto you amongſt the duties 
that are mutual. Moſt huſbands look for it of 
their wives, they eſteem not themſelves bound to 


o 


do it to their wives: but look what force obcdi- 


ence hath to tic the wife unto it, the ſame hath | 


love to tie the huſband. And fo much be ſpoken 
of the firſt effect of love-plealingnels : there are 
two more of ſpecial uſe, 8 
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CHAP, VI. 
Of the faithfulneſs and helpfulneſs of the marricd, 
Uſband and wife muſt be to each other faith- 


ful and helpful, theletwo muſteverbe joined, 
therefore we ſpeak of them together, This wag 
one principal thing which the Lord did aim at, in 
making the woman, and joining her unto her huſ- 
band: For it is not good \laith he) for man to be 
alone, I will make an help meet for him. And doubt- 
leſs the man was to give help as well as to receive'it, 


and to do more good, by how much he was cn- 


dowed with more ſtrength. | 
Now this helpful fidelity conſiſteth in their mu- 
tual care of abſtaining from, and preventing, ſo 


much as may be, all ſuch as might hurt or grieve 


each other; and of doing themlelves, and pro- 
curing from others to be done, all fuch things as 
may make for the comfort and benefits each of 
other; then are they faithfully helpful to each 


other, when they will never do themſelves, nor 


ſuffer, if they can hinder, others to do any thing 
that may harm each other; and when they are 
diligent to do themſelves, and cauſe others to do, 
ſo far as lies in their power, whatſoever may be 
good one to another, | 
This duty mult extend to the ſouls, bodies, 
names, and eſtates of each other. Firſt, to the 
ſouls, by provoking each other to all piety and. 
holineſs of living, as occaſion ſerveth. The hul- 
band muſt not hinder, but further the wife in 
goodneſs, nor ſhe him; for the wife alſo hath li- 
berty to exhort and ſtir up her huſband to well- 
doing, and to prevail by entreaty and fair means, 
Their nearneſs of ſociety gives them many and 
great occaſions of ſwaying each other either way, 
They muſt therefore beware of becoming the de- 
vil's inſtruments to allure each other to ſin: for 
there cannot be a greater miſchievouſneſs in the 
world, than for a man and wife to abuſe that pow- 
er, which they have either in other, as it were, to 
poiſon 
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poiſon each other; but they muſt be ready with 
ſpecial diligence, as they have ſpecial opportunity 
to conſider one another, and to provoke unto love, 
and to good works. If the wife perceive the huſ- 
band tack in matters of religion, or mercy, ſhe 
muſt ever be commenting theſe things unto him, 
and putting him in mind of the excellency of theſe 
virtues, and the great reward that God will give 
to them that prattiſe them, and ſweetly drawing 
him to a more frequent prattice of them, always 
remembering to be mild and gentle in her ſpeeches 
this way, as one that would allure, and not force. 


The huiband likewiſe muſt, with the moſt familiar. 


and kind ſpecches that may be, ſtir up his wife's 
dulnels, if he perceive her dull, and mind her of 
thoſe motives that may encourage and quicken 
her in all well doing. O how ſweet a ſociety 
would this of man and wife be, if they could in 


this manner be watchful of all opportunitics to 


further each other in godlineſs. 

Again, becauſe they have continual occaſion of 
inward converſing each with oth. therefore they 
nuy diſcover in each other divers corruptions and 
imperfections, Now they muſt not turn theſe 
inlirmities into matter of hatred and contempt, 
but of compaſhon, and care of procuring each 
other's reformation. They muſt not upbraid each 
other with their lins, nor leck to provoke the cor- 


ruptions which they ind apt to be provoked: but 


rather give all heed to cut off all fuch occaſinns 
as they find will give advantage to ſuch corrupti- 
ons of their yoke-tel.ows, and make them break 
forth to their hurt: and they mult by all good 
counſel fortify each other's fouls againſt the com- 
mon enemy. They muſt both obferve the temper 
and conſtitution ct cach other's fouls, 'till they 

erceive what whrmities they are either of them 
chiefly incl:ncd unto; and having found them, 
they muſt diligantly abitain from all things that 
may provoke that evil, and prove occaſions of 
making them overſhoot themlelves therein: and 
further, they mull apply all means to weaken fach 

| corruptlons, 
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ith W eorroptions, and to ſtop their overflowing, thay 
ly they may not proceed to any extremity, if they 
de, - have begun to offend in ſome degree, Their ac- 
ul- quaintance with the diſcales of each other mult not 
he be made a cauſe of their vilifying each other, by 
m, hitting each other in the teeth with fuch imper— 
ſe fections, rather of helping each other, by flying all 
NE ſuch words and actions as would increaſe and in, 
ng cenſe them, and taking unto them ſuch geſtures 
* and ſpeeches as are fitteſt to heal and mitigate them. 
EY For example, if the huſband perceive the wite apt 
ors to be angry, and that ſuch and ſuch things will 
ar - F calily put her out of patience, he mult pity her | 
weakneſs, and carefully abſtain from ſuch things; 
of ſo mult ſhe deal with him, and ſo muſt they carry 
en F themſelves to each other, in regard of all other 
ty F frailtics, as well as anger; yea, if either of them 
fn be given to any fuch high degree of wickednels, 
to as that their own words alone, after all labour to 
draw them out of it, will not work amendment; 
of then mult they not fear to ſcek the help of ſome 
ey more wile and able friend, who may perhaps cftett 
nd that cure, which themſelves have failed of: and. 
fe in caſe they find little fruit of ſuch endeavours, 
ot, but that the yoke- fellow will hearken to no ad- 
ch monition; yet they mult continue to wait and pray, 
ch referring the matter to God, the only phyſician of 
* the ſoul, who is able in due ſcaſon to redreſs 
ut all. But thoſe deſerve to be condemned as 
Is molt treacherous each to other, that, for their 
u- eaſe-ſake, will permit their yoke-fellows to flee 
ik Hin ſin. Let them ſwear, let them break the ſab- 
>4 bath, many yoke-fellows, for fear of a ſtorm, can 
n- keep ſilence in ſuch cales, This is to betray one 
er another to the devil, and to give each other leave 
* to go to hell without rub. Wouldſt thou ſuffer 
mM thine huſband to poiſon himſelf for fear of en- | 
n, during his anger, if thou ſhouldſt ſnatch the poi- 2 
at ſon out of his hand? Wouldlt thou let thy wife | 
of cut her own throat, for fear ſhe ſhould chafe and 
* ſcold, becauſe thou tookeſt the knife from her ? 
h Doubtleſs to let them kill cach other's ſouls, and 
is, | | | lay- 
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ſay nothing, ſor fear of paſſion, or hare uſage, is 
no leſs fintul and kurtful perhat iouſne ss, than to 
give way, for quietnefs-ſake, to their hurting of 
each other's bodies. And they alſo are to be 
blamed as unhelpful, yea, very miſchjevous, that 
are ready to ſpy out the faults cach of other with 
an evil eye, to make them worſe, and not better; 
that look out the faults of cach other, as enemies 
do the weak place of a city, to make them weak- 
er; and as evil ſurgeons handle a fore, to make it 
ſorer,.. Wo unto ſuch huſbands or Wives! Sorry 
help is it that they afford to their companions, 

and miſcrablc helpers are they; and God ſhall one 
day reckon with them for having done fo little 
good, where he appointed them to do all good, 
80 much for the faithful helpfulneſs of men and 
women to each other's fouls, in ſeeking to plant 
and water virtues, and to pull up the roots of 
vices in each other's minds. 

They muſt farther practice the ſame virtues to- 
ward. the bodies of each von er, by ſhunnu Ng all 
things that may cauſe diſeaſes or icknels each to 
other, and uy a ready under-going any point or 
colt (according to their pow er, to procure diet, 


1 e attendance, or other ne eceTaiies, for the 
eèping or recovering of health. Yea, they muſt 


comfort each other in the deys Of ſorrow, that 
worldly ſorrow may not breed death. T he wife 


muſt be health to her huſband in his ſickneſs, and 


he to her, She muit {upport his weakneſs with 


her Rrength, and he hers: they muſt moſt wil- 


lingly devour all pains, and undergo all colt that 
is this way necdful, for the eaſe and content each 
of other. To negle&one ſo many ways endeared, 
as a huſband or wiſe, partaker of all eſtates: this 
is a notorious hard- heartednefs, and ſhould cover 
their faces with bluſhing that have offended in it, 
Sickneſs and weaknets are things of themſelves 
ſufficiently tedious; there needeth not the addition 
of the huſband's or wife s unkindneſs, to make the 
burthen heavier. This is to add adverſity to adver- 
lity, and to lade one more, chat is e ſinking 
under 
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under his load: a moſt barbarous and cruel unkind- 

neſs! When the body fainteth, to make the heart 
faint alſo ; when the limbs and: joints are weak, to 
fill the ſoul Wich weaknels, by grieving at the nig- 
gardize and churliſhneſs grievous things, being 
pratt:{ed from one ſo near, and owing 1 je quite 
contrary) ; this is murder in a high degree, 
Wherefore let every "Iuſband or wite avoid or 

end this fault, and look to their demeanour to- 
wards their voke-fellows, eipectally in times of 
weakneſs, grief and ſicknels. When the avife is 
great, RT full of anguiſh with the labour of breed- 
ing as 1 when the is in travail, or be 
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H travail had 
g ſpesches; 
then chear her with affable countena: ices (chat is 
a time when luft {ho: ud Do laid LO ie _ D, and bur 
good-will be molt wakeful and working , tl len ſee 
that ſhe want no looking to, no 60d 8 ge that 
thou canſt help her to. 1 is is to be hel! pful to 
her body. So when thine huſband is 
feeble, when he languitheth upon his bed of pain 
and weakneſs, when nis bones ake, When his eyes 
refuſe ſlep, when all things are diitufteful to ht: m, 
then ſtay Kim With comfortable F peaches, then 
revive him with diligent attend: aire do all thou 
canſt, and ſpend all thou canſt to the rec overinzof 
his ſtrength, or caling of his torment ; let thy love 
and care be his phy! 1c, and thyſelf his phyfician; . 
and let the comtlort of thine hel: ful carriage, con- 
tent his ſoul ſo, that his body th: y more 2 be 
ſtrengthened: this is to be a good wife to thine 
ruth 1 body. and to cheriſh in in lcknels, as 
thy promiſe binds thee. 

In the third place, man and wife muſt be faith- 
fully helpful to each other's nam , and that in a 
double ref; pect: in maintaining thereof, both be— 
twW1x! Fas. Fa es, and allo amons ſt others. Firſt 
then, every ered couple mu: * uphold in their 
hearts a good opinion cachof other lo far as may 
poſſibly Rang With truth.) The huſband mutt 


think well of his wife, ſhe of her huſband. es 
"tho 
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for a man and w Ife to have ſomewhat and over- 


good opinion each of other; for him to think her 
not only more beautiful, but alſo more loving, 


more dutiful, more ſubmiſſive, more truſty, than 


perhaps ſhe 1s (making her virtues carry a greater 
ſhew to his eye, by looking upon them through 
the ſpectacles of love e,) and for her to account him 
not alone more proper and well favoured, but alſo 
more kind, more careful of her good, ond more 
true to her, than it may be he is indeed {by inter- 
proving things with that largeneſs of good inter— 

retations, Which much love will put upon them) 
is a thing ſo far from blame, that it deſerveth ra- 
ther commendation, Certainly then, they ſhould 
be peremptory to give no credit to ungrounded, 


unwarranted ſurmiſes; they ſhould by no means 


{ſuffer their heart to grow miſtruſtful of each other's 
honelty and fidelity. She muſt never think that 
he doth affect other women. unleſs the matter he 
more than manifeſt. She muſt never imagine that 


he doth waſte or conſume their eftates, unleſs the 


fault be palpably and notoriouſly plain. He muſt 


never perſuade himiclf that ſhe is wanton, or given 


to ſtrangers; or that ſhe robs him, and purloins 
from him, unleſs he can make good theſe matters, 


with tuck clearneſs of proof, as will not admit ef! 


any reaſonable defence, All jealouſies, all raſh, 
haſty, light, ill-built ſurmiſes; muſt be far from 


- the ſociety of matrimony. For if once their ſouls 


be infected with ſuch miſtaken conceits each of 
other, love will go out at the lame door that [ul- 
picion comes in. Ile or ſhe that hath a jealous 
head (an head, I mean, apt to mMconceive and ſul- 

ct; never had. truly, a loving! heart. Such might 
be luſtful, they might be fond ; but an holy and 
virtuous, and {piritual aﬀfeQion, they never had, 
nor can poſhbly have, if they give way to theſe 


evil ſurmiſes. And therefore, of all the domettict 
 make-bates that be, and of thoſe things which arc 


apt to let quarrels betwixt the married couple, 
nothing in the world is more peſtilently effectual 


to theſe bad effects, than qealouix. Having ca. 
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vened the heart, it makes the ſpecches ſharp and 


tart, the countenance ſour, and the whole beha- 
viour, keen and untaſteful. No good words, no 
good looks, no good geſtures, no good actions can 
proceed out of a jealous man or woman's heart. 
Jealouſy will make a man Tuck miſchievous things 
out of his own fingers ends, and take on as much, 


and vex himſelf, and blame his yoke-fellow as 


much, where no fault hath deſerved it, as if thers 
were a fault, This evil weed muſt not be ſuffered 
to grow up in the garden of matrimony ; for if it 
do, no good herb will proſper by it; it will over- 
run all that is commendable, and ſuffer no praiſe- 
worthy thing to flouriſh. And therefore let all 


that have knit themſelves together with this co- 


venant, loath and deteſt any motion or fancy that 
may ariſe within them of any unchaſtity, any un— 
faithfulneſs, any evil meaning of their yoke-fel- 
lows; let their hearts (I ſay) riſe againſt theſe 
motions; and let them diſdain to give credit unto 


them, unleſs that the proofs be more than maniſeſt, 


Away wit this make-hate jealouſy, this quarreller 
ſaſpicion, this breeder of hrawls, this mother and 
narie of contention, this {ecret underminer of 
love, of thrift, of good huſbandry and good houſe- 
wifry, and all things that ſhould be profitable to. 
an houſhold. Away with it (1 ſay) out of thine 
licart, chaſe it far oft from thy breaſt, from thine 
noulſc, Tt is beſter to receive ten wrongs without 
lutpetting, than to ſuſpe one without having re- 
ceivedit, Aptnels to ſuſpect another, grows from 
thc evil root of a bad nature, whereby one is apt 
to oilend himlelf, Wherefore, as thou wouldeſt 
ſtand forthe good name of thy voke-fellow, againſt 
tue tongue of a flanderer, fo ſtand for it againit 
the flandrous dreams of thine own heart, and take 
heed of believing thine own fancies, or others re- 
Forts, without moſt 3 proofs. And if any 
wicked perſon, maker of diviſion betwixt the 
heqd and body, will ſuffer his lips to be ſo ill em- 
ployed, as to become Satan's bellows toblow theſe 
coal betwixt you, by telling thee this and that: 

| rebuke 
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rebuke ſuch a perſon, reject his word with detef- 
tation, fly his ſociety as a toad, and let not thine 
cars and heart be defiled, with giving gentle audi- 


ence to a whiſperer and talebearer. In one word, 
wouldſt thou love, or be loved? Wouldſt thou 
live otherwiſe in marriage, than as in a priſon or 
a dungeon? Wouldſt thou give or have any quiet 
or content? Strengthen thine heart in a firm and 
unalterable, and inconquerable good conceit of thy 
yoke- fellow, and rather be any thing than jealous, 
And thus muſt the married preſerve there credits 
at home, in the breaſt of each other, | 
They muſt be tender allo of their good reputa- 
tions abroad, and beware of caſting mire in the 
faces of each other. This mutual ſaving the cre- 


dits each of other, tequireth two things: firſt, that | 


they labour to conceal the weakneſſes each of other, 
from all others, fo much as is poſhble, The hul- 
band mult do his beſt endeavour, that none may 
know of his wife's faults, but God and himſelf; 
neither muſt he he willing to lay them open any 


where, but to the ear of heaven, where he may 


crave pardon of them ; and the woman muſt do her 
beſt, to keep her huſband's evils from the know- 
ledge of all the world. All blabbing, and loud 


accuſing, muſt: be far removed from them, that 


They muſty 


have ſo near intereſt cach unto other. 
account their credits, as well as their bodies, to 
be in a manner all one, The publiſhing of cach 
other's fins and imperfections, is a monſtrous trea- 
chery, and a thing than which nothing can worſe 
become them, in the judgment of the wiſe, To 
backbite an enemy is a lin; how much more to 
backbite one's own yoke-fellow ? Whoſe faults 
can one cover, if not his wife's ; that is toſav, his 
own? Or who can be free from reproach, if one 
ſo near him as his wife, ſeek to deface his good 
- name? It is almoſt impoſhble, but that a man 
and wife ſhall ſooner or later diſcover their weak 
\ nefſes each to other; and for them to be playing 
the tell-tales each againſt other, what ſoul dot!: 
not loath to think of it. Unwiſe man or wom an 
| | * 
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will thy huſband or wife be the better for thy 
laviſh reporting of their faults? Will thy tatling 


W of their vices mend them? If not, why doſt thou 


diſgrace thyſelf, in ſeeking to diſgrace thy yoke- 
fellow ? Why doſt thou publiſh thine own un- 
truſtineſs, uncharitableneſs, indiſcretion, in pubs 
liſhing the frailties of thine huſband and wife, 
and make all wiſe men take thee for a paſſionate, 
openmouthed backbiter, by telling abroad, what 
thou findeſt amiſs at home? Wherefore, if any 
have given leave to themſelves, to be ſo ſinfully 
talkative heretofore, now let very ſhame caule 
them to lay their hands upon their mouths, that 
they may not more and more incur the name of 
fools, by making their tongues to ſpread abroad 
folly. | 

F not but that the regard of the yoke: fel - 
low's foul, may make either of them ſeek a coun- 
ſellor and admoniſher for the other: but it is one 
thing to acquaint with the fault of one's huſband 
or wife, ſome one friend (and more than one in 
this caſe would not eaſily be truſted) and that in 
ſecret ; another thing to throw it open befors 
company. Such a friend will ſo ſeek to heal the 
foul, as that he may not wound the credit; and 


F will tender as well the name as the conſcience of 


his friend: but the greater number ſeck only to 
deface the credit, without regarding the recovery 
of the ſoul ; ſo the former revealing cannot hurt 
at all, th: latter can do no good at all. Where— 
fore to u ter to one privately for his ſoul's health 
fake, the fin or fins of the yoke-fellow, may pro- 
ceed from love, becauſe it tendeth to good]; but to 
cale one's ſtomach againſt him or her, by pouring 
forth their faults, is as rottenneſs in the bones, 
Know therefore, and prattice this duty, O huſ- 


JF bands and wives; ſpit not in each other's face, 


diſcloſe not each other's faults, but conceal, hide, 
bury, and cover them ſo much, as truth and equity 
Will bear. ; 
And beſides this, you yoke-fellows mult for 
each other's credit and comfort, keep the ſecrets 
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of each other faithfully. There may fall out an 
occaſion for a man to acquaint his wife with ſome 
ſuch thing, as it much concerneth him to have 


kept cloſe from others; and the woman may like» 


wiſe have cauſe of thus opening herſelf to her 
huſband. In ſuch caſes, they muſt uſe all ſecrecy. 
But if in ſuch cafcs they prove unſcaſonably open, | 
and the wife nd that her huſband hath revealed 
that, which ſhe would have had reſerved to his 
own knowledge; or he find that his wife hath 
vented that to another, which he deſired ſhould 
dwell with herſelf alone: this will breed betwixt 
them ſuch a jar, ſuch an eſtrangement, ſuch a 
diſtruſt each of other, as it will not be an eaſy 
labour to remove. For how ſhould that perſon be 
truſted with any thing, who cannot keep counſel ? 
Wherefore let huſbands and wives always mind 
this: if he lay up any thing in her breaſt, let him 
find it ſafe there, as in a cheſt which cannot be 
opened with any pick-lock, If ſhe commit a 
thing to his ſafe keeping, let it be fafe impriſoned 
in his boſom ; otherwiſe, no man can chule but be 
ſtrange tewards ſuch a one, whom experience 
hath convinced of blabbing. Ard-it is a moſt 
infallible truth, that there is no comfortable liv- 
ing in marriage, where the practice of truſtincls g 
and concealment is away. So you have heard 


what care the marricd people mult have of cach 
other's good name, 


The laſt part of faithfulneſs to each other, is 


that which concerneth their goods or eſtates, 


wherein they are bound to be mutually helpful by 
all good means. And to this purpoſe it is requi— 
fite, firſt, that they practice a community in their 


eſtates: next, that they practiſe good huſbandry. 


For the firſt: betwixt man and wife all things 
ought to be common, goods as well as perſons ; 
for if they may not make a diviſion in the greater, 
ſhall it not be a groſs abſurdity to make it in the 


leffer ? They muſt have one houſe, and one purſe; 


they arc but one, and their eſtate muſt be but one 
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( 
chief diſpoſer; ; but without all queſtion ſhe that 
hath a part in himſelf, cannot want right unto that 
which is for honeſt purpoſes, How can any man, 
with a good conſcience, forget that RT his 
3 and ſolemn covenant, wherein he endowed 
er with all his worldly goods 5 | 

And having thus united their eſtates, let em 
ſecondly play the good huſband, and the good 
houſe-wife therein. In husband and wife, the 
next point to godlineſs and honeſty, is good huſ- 
bandry and houſewifry; and this good huſbandry 

ſtandeth in three things, labour, thrif«, forecaſt. 
Painfulneſs in getting, diſcretion in ſaving, pro- 
vidence in foreſeeing; theſe three make up good 
huſbandry; and if any of theſe be wanting, {o 
much is wanting from the perfection of it, and fo 
much ſhalt be wanting from their comfort and 
proſperity. Firſt then, they muſt both employ 
themſelves in ſuch honeſt courſes of getting and 
maintaining themlelves, as God ſhall call them to, 
Neither muſt he live like a drone, and make a 
drudge of her; neither muſt ſhe give herſelf tocaſe, 
and caſt all the labour upon him; but both muſt 
apply themſelves to their vocations Ee and 

both be ready to diſpatch thoſe buſineſſes, for 
which themſelves and families muſt fare the bet— 
ter. He without doors, ſhe within; he in ſuch 
things as befit his ſex, ſhe {in thoſe that become 
her's) muſt be content to untie the! ir pains for their 
rofit, and to undergo the labour of getting their 
Lone in the {weat of their brows, and of eating 
the labour of their hands; and what they Rave 
ainfully gotten, they muſt likewiſe thriftily ſave 
From needleſs expences. They muſt not pinch. 
for mercy and juice, but with-hold from prodi— 
gality and laviſhneſs, A ſweet tooth, and a fine 
back, are pick-purſes ; they muſt baniſh theſe out 
of their houſes. He muſt nat laviſh it out abroad, 
neither muſt ſhe lay it-ↄut at home; neither muit 
they both join in needleſs expences, but rather in 
practiſing thoſe virtues, by which both ſhall find 
comfort in their eſtates, and praiſe with God. 
1 Thirdly 
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of each other faithfully. There may fall out an 
occaſion for a man to acquaint his wife with ſome: 
ſuch thing, as it much concerneth him to have 
kept cloſe from others; and the woman may like 
wiſe have cauſe of thus opening herſelf to her 
huſband. In ſuch caſes, they mult uſe all ſecrecy. 
But if in ſuch caſes they prove unſcaſonably open, 
and the wife find that her huſband hath revealed 
that, which ſhe would have had reſerved to his 
own knowledge; or he find that his wife hath 
vented that to another, which he defired ſhould 
dwell with herſelf alone: this will breed betwixt 
them fuch a jar, ſuch an eſtrangement, ſuch a 
diſtruſt each of other, as it will not be an eaſy 
labour to remove. For how ſhould that perſon be ' 
truſted with any thing, who cannot keep counſel ? 
Wherefore let huſbands and wives always mind 
this: if he lay up any thing in her breaſt, let him 
find it ſafe there, as in a chelt which cannot be 
opened with any pick-lock, If ſhe commit a 
thing to his ſafe keeping, let it be fafe impriſoned Y 
in his boſom ; otherwiſe, no man can chule but be 
ſtrapge tewards ſuch a one, whom experience | 
hath convinced of blabbing. And it is a moſt | 
infallible truth, that there is no comfortable liv- 
ing in marriage, where the practice of truſtincſs 
and concealment is away. So you have heard 
what care the married people muſt have of each 
other's good name. | | 
The laſt part of faithfulneſs to each other, is} 
that which concerneth their goods or eſtates, | 
wherein they are bound to be mutually helpful by 
all good means. And to this purpoſe it is requi- 
ſite, firſt, that they practice a community in their} 
eſtates: next, that they practiſe good hulbandry.# 
For the firſt : betwixt man and wife all things! 
ought to be com mon, goods as well as perſons ;| 
for if they may not make a diviſion in the greater, 
ſhall it not be a groſs abſurdity to make it in the 
leſſer? They mult have one houſe, and one purſe ;| 
they are but one, and their eſtate muſt be but once. 
IJ conicls that God hath made him the head ande 
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chief diſpoſer; but without all queſtion ſhe that 
hath a part in himſelf, cannot want right unto that 
which is for honeſt purpoſes. How can any man, 
with a good conſcience, forget that part of his 
As and ſolemn covenant, wherein heendowed 

er with all his worldly goods ? == 
And having thus united their eſtates, let them 
ſecondly play the good huſband, and the good 
houſe-wite therein. In huſband and wife, the 
next point to godlineſs and honeſty, is good huſ- 
bandry and houſewifry; and this good huſbandry 
ſtandeth in three things, labour, thrif«, forecaſt. 
Painfulneſs in getting, diſcretion in ſaving, pro- 
vidence in foreſeeing; theſe three make up good 
huſbandry; and if any of theſe be wanting, ſo 
much is wanting from the perfection of it, and ſo 
much ſhall be wanting from their comfort and 
proſperity. Firſt then, they muſt both employ 
themſelves in ſuch honeſt courſes of getting and 
maintaining themlelves, as God ſhall call them to. 
Neither muſt he live like a drone, and make a 
drudge of her; neither muſt ſhe give herſelf tocaſe, 
and caſt all the labour upon him ; but both muſt 
apply themſelves to their vocations painfully, and 
both be ready to diſpatch thoſe Lufineſls, for 
which themſelves and families muſt fare the bet- 
ter. He without doors, ſhe within; he in ſuch 
things as befit his ſex, ſhe (in thoſe that become 
her's) muſt be content to untie their pains for their 
rofit, and to undergo the labour of getting their 
Reins in the {weat of their brows, and of eating 
the labour of their hands; and what they have 
_ painfully gotten, they mult likewiſe thriftily fave 
from needleſs expences. They muſt not pinch 
for mercy ad e but with-hold from prodi- 
gality and laviſhneſs, A ſweet tooth, and a fine 
back, are pick-purſes ; they muſt baniſh theſe out 
of their houſes. He muſt not laviſh it out abroad, 
neither muſt ſhe lay it-out at home; neither mult 
they both join in needleſs expences, but rather in 
practiſing thoſe virtues, by which both ſhall find 
comfort in their eſtates, and praiſe with God. 
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Thirdly, they muſt both be provident, laying their 
heads together, to conſider what good things are 
requiſite for their eſtates, that they may procure 
them; and what hurtful things would come upon 
them, that they may prevent the ſame. Forecaſt 
is as good as labour: and the work of the head, 
no leſs available than the work of the hands. 
Two eyes ſee more than one, and two hands diſ- 
patch more buſineſs than one; ſhe is the helper, 
and he muſt not refuſe her help in this caſe, for 
it ſeldom.falleth out, but that a man too reſerved 
from his wife, doth plunge himſelf and her into 
divers unneceſlary croſſes. Thus doing, they ſhall 
rocure ſufficiency to theireſtates, and theirhands, 
by God's blefling, ſhall find abundance : but the 
idle perſon walketh upon a thorn-hedge that will 
ſurely prick his feet, The carcleſs perſon ſhall 
put his foot into a ſnare that will entangle him, 
and God himſelf will caſt upon them vexation 
and ſorrow. But one caution mult be given in 
this matter; namely, that they be both moderate 
in theſe worldly affairs; for if they fall to carkin 
and pinching, and dejring niches, heaven 1 
earth cannot keep a family diſeaſed with this 
dropſy, from many troubleſome and deadly pangg. 
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Sewing the duties of the married to their families. 


ND fo much of thoſe duties which man and 
wife jointly owe to cach other. There fol- 

low fome that they mult ptactiſe in regard of their 
families. For a man and a woman that before 
were members of another family, therefore join 
together that they may become the roots of a new 
family, and begetting children, and training them 
up, together with ſervants, according to their 
place, may provide plants for the church, God's 
own vancyard, Whercfore they have not tho- 
| roughly 
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roughly diſcharged their duties, by the perform- 
ance of all theſe things to cach other, unleſs they 
carefully regard their houſhold alſo, Herein in- 
deed the huſband mult be acknowledged for the 
head; but the wife is to take the next place, and, 
as {ubordinate to her huſband, muſt become an 
helper and a furtherer, The things themſelves 
that I ſhall name belong to them, as governors of 
a houſe, in relation to children and ſervants; 
but the joining tog ther therein is that which muſt 
be prelled as a part of their marriage-duty, _ 
Now this their family they muſt both maintain 
and govern, keep and guide. Firit, they muit 


join in making proviſion of all neceſſaries for their 
J 3 P 


children and ſeivants. He is worſe than infidel, 
ſaith the apoſtle, that provideth not for his own, 
eſpecially for them of his family. They muſt not 
carry themſelves in ſuch ſort, as infidels would 
diſdain to do: but this duty is co-incident with 
that I ſpake of before, faithfulneſs in their eſtates ; 
ſor by joining their hands and neads in labour, 
thrift, and providence, they ſhall cauſe that no 
good thing be wanting to their children or ſer- 
vants. And verily it is a great commendation to 
the governors, when their carefulneſs doth ſave 
all about them for want. Herein they imitate the 
living God, the father of this great family, the 
world, who fills every creature with good things 
ft for it. Wherefore let them practiſe thoſe di- 
rections which were before {et down, and fo do 
two good things at once, even profit themſelves, 
and all that pertain to them. 

But a family muſt be governed as well as main- 
tained, and how ſhould it be governed but by 
them ? Wherefore they mult alſo be good rulers 
at home, and join in guiding their people under 
God. The man muſt be taken for God's imme— 
diate officer in the houſe, and as it were the king 
in the family; the woman muſt account herſelf 
his deputy, an officer ſubſtituted to him, not as 
equal, but as ſubordinate ; and in this order they 
malt govern ; he, by the authority derived __ 

nan 
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him from God immediately, ſhe, by authority de- 


rived to her from her huſband, 

Now this their government looketh to matters 
of God, and matters of the world. . Their frit 
care mult be, that the living God be truly worſhip- 
ped in their houics, and that the knowledge and 
fear of him be planted in the hearts of their chil- 
dren and ſervants. To this end they muſt read the 
{criptures, and call upon the name of God amongſt 
them, and catechize them in the principles of true 

religion, that none under their roof may be igno— 
rant of the fundamental truths of godlineſs, To 
this end alſo they muſt look, that the ſabbath of 


the Lord be ſanttihed by their people, and mult f 


carefully and conſtantly bring them to the publick 
aſſemblies, and examine them afterwards of their 
profiting thereby. So the main care of all good 
and chriſtian governors ſhould be, that religion 


may flouriſh in their houſes, Why hath God i 


given the name of churches to chriſtian families 
but becauſe of thoſe holy ſervices done publickly 
in the family? Whereby they are all ſanctified, 
and become even houſes of God to dwell in. If 


this care be wanting, they ſhall allo want God's , 
bleſſing on all other their cares; yea, their family | 


ſhall be but a nurlery for hell, their children and 
ſervants remaining ſtill children and ſervants of 
the devil, becauſe they negle@ thoſe means by 
which they ſhould be made the children and ſer- 
vants of God. Were it not better, in regard of 
themſelves, to have kept no family, than ſuch a 
family, whereof the members are brought up to 
nothing but damnation? Wherefore nething in 
ſcripture is more evidently required than that ta- 
thers bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and that they continually 
whet the law of God upon them, and be talking of 
it to them, whillt they fit in their houſes. And 


leſt we ſhould think that this care appertained to 


the parent alone, and not unto the maſter alſo, 
Abraham is commended, for that he would com- 
mand his icrvants to fear the Lord, that it might 
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go well with him and them both. And 7% 
undertaketh for himſelf and family, that they will 
ſerve God. And when God enjoineth the mailer 
to look to his whole family that they break not 
the ſabbath, muſt not the negative here, as well 
as in other commandments, include the aflirma- 
tive? And how ſhall he look that they ſanctify 
God's ſabbath, if he take no pains to bring them 
to the knowledge: of God and of his ſervice ? 
Wherefore let man and wife be principally help- 
ful to each other in this buſineſs. When the hul- ' 
band 1s preſent, let him read and pray with his 
family, and teach them the fear of the Lord. In 
his abſence let the wife do theſe duties, or at leaſt 
take care to ſee them done; and let them both 
provide convenient time and leiſure for the ſame, 
and cach quicken the flackneſs of other, if either 
begin to grow ſlack. Seeing they defire to be 
called God's ſervants, let them deſerve that name, 
and be careful to do him ſervice in their little 
common-wealth. How can they look for prof- 
perous ſucceſs in any thing, if the homage due 
unto the chief Lord be neglected ? Why ſhould 
he be accounted worle than an infidel, who pro- 
videth not food and cloathing for his family; - and 
he that lets their fouls go naked for want of that 
which is food and cloathing 'both unto them, I 
mean inſtruction in the things that pertain to life 
and godlincſs, deſerve a leſs diſgraceful name? 
Here therefore let man and wife be ever ready to 
{tir up each other out of that floth and negligence 

which will be ever ready to ſeize upon them. 
But how e ſeldom this is done, lamentable experi— 
encecanteach us. Sometimes the huſband would 
have God ſerved in the family, and then the wife 
hangs off, and counts it lofs of time. Sometimes 
again the wife would fain have the worſhip of God 
find place under their roof, and he, li! 15 a pro- 
fanc beaſt, calls it preciſenels, and will not have 
an hour ſent | 0 idly, Sometimes both co ilpire 
in ne: ligence and omifſion: but how feldom do 
their delires and endeavours meet in this, moſt 
; necdful 
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ncedful point? How ſeldom do they provoke and 
encourage cach other in ſo profitable works? 

Now therefore, I "ſay again, let all huſbands 
and wives that fear God be of one mind in the 
Lord, and let them not fail in uſing all good means 
10 plant and water piety in their people's hearts, 
by eſtabliſhing the exerciſes of religion in their 
houſes: and thus for the matters of God muit they 
govern well. 

Now for the matters of the world alſo, they muſt 
oyerlee the ways of their families. Of this over- 
fight theſe are the parts: firſt, they muſt appoint 
their inferiors ſuch works and ſervices, as are fit 
for them to do, and follow them, and look after 
them, that they may perform 1t accordingly : for 

had not the Lord ſeen, that inferiors would ſtand 
in need of ſuch following, he would never have 
made this difference in the family, If ſervants 
and children would of themſelves be painful in 


their buſineſs, what need the maſter or dame to 


do any thing in the houſe? But God ſaw well, 
that the beſt ſervants in the world would need help 


this way, and thereſore ordained governors in a 


family, even two governors ; one chief, the other 


ſubordinate, that the abſence of one might be ſup- 


plied with the preſence of another. 


_ Secondly, They muſt mark the carriage of their 


- inferiors, and take notice what diforders are ready 
ſometimes to creep in ſecretly, ſometimes violently 
to break in; that fuch evils may be either pre— 
vented or reliſted ſpeedily, Idleneſs, tattling, dif- 
cord, and many more imperfettions, are apt to 
ſtcal upon the beſt ſervants and children in the 
world, which the Lord well knowing, made rulers 
in the houſe, to keep all in good order, Andif 
it ſeem unto us, as it 1s, a cumberſome thing thus 
to rule and guide an houſhold, we muſt remember, 
that God did not make man to live at eaſe, and 


take his pleaſure, but to do ſervice. And though 


this care be troubleſome, yet the miſchiefs that 
will follow upon the want of it, are much more 
troublclome; for if the eyes of the maſter and 
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miſtreſs ſtand not open to ſee and oppoſe the faults 
of thoſe that are under them, they will grow bo! 
and licentious, and full of wickedneis, be the 
govenors otherwiſe never ſo godly ; but by their 
mutual care, this duty may be eaſy to both, and 
much peace follow in the houſe, | | 
Laſtly, They muſt join in admoniſhing, en- 

couraging, reproving, and, if need be, correctin 
their inferiors : both muſt diſcountenance thole 
that carry themſelves ill, and both muſt commend 
them of good behaviour, that ſo they may both 
maintain cach other's authority to the full, If 
one think fit, by ſome little kindnels, to encourage 
any in the family, the other muſt not grudge ; if 
the one will reprove, the other mult not defend ; 
i: he will correct the children, ſhe muſt not grow 
angry and ſave them; neither muſt he ſave them 
out of her hands, when ſhe ſeeth cauſe to give 
chaſtiſement. Suppoſe that either of them exceed 
this way, corretting either without cauſe, or above 
meaſure, the other mult not make a brawl of it 
before the face of the inferiors; but they muſt 
quietly debate the matter each with other alone, 
and keep their diſagreements in this kind from ap- 
pearing in the family; for if he do, and ſhe undo, 
or if ſhe chide, and he defend, (beſides the heart- 
burnings which will grow betwixt. themſelves) 
they ſhall alſo fo leſſen each other's power in the 
family, that both at laſt ſhall grow into contempt. 
They muſt therefore lo join hands in theſe works, 
that their diſſention may not blaſt the fruit of all 
their endeavours, It 1s harmleſs to nouriſh as it 
were a domeſtick faction in this little common- 


wealth, What one likes or diſlikes, let the other 


(at leaſt by ſilence for the preſent) ſeem alſo to 
like or diſlike, and let them ncver diſagrec, in ad- 
moniſhing, or correcting, or commending ; ſo ſhall 

their diſcreet concord prelerve their authority 
among their people, encreaſe their love each to 
other's and procure amendment in their inferiors, 
And ſo much be ſpoken of the joint duties of huſ- 
band and wife, both towards themſelves and to- 


ward 
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ward their families, both for maintenance and for 
government, We come now to ſpeak of ſuch 
duties as are peculiar to either of them, wherein 
we will firſt inform the huſband, and afterwards 


the wife. 


CHAP. vin. 
Of a man's keeping us authority. 


HF, huſband's ſpecial duties are referred to 
two hcads; he muſt govern his wife, and 
maintain her; and as our Lord Jelus 1s to his 
church, ſo muſt he be to his wife, a head and ſa- 
viour. As for government, two things allo are 
required of him; one, that he keep his authority; 
the other, that he uſe it. Firſt then, every man is 
bound to maintain himſelf in that place in which 
his maker hath ſet him, and to hold faſt that reve- 
rence. and precedency which both God and nature 
have aligned him. Nature hath framed the hinea- 
ments of his body to ſuperiority, and let the print 
of government in his very face, which is more 
Hern, and leſs delicate than the woman's; he muſt 
not fuller this order of nature to be inverted. The 
Lord, in his word, hath intitled him the head; 
wherefore he muſt not ſtand lower than the 
ſhoulders; if he do doubtleis it makes a great de- 
formity in the family, And without queſtion it 
is a hn for a man to come lower than God hath ſet 
him, It is not humility, but baſeneſs, to be ruled 
by her, whom he ſhould rule. No general would 
thank a captain, for ſurrendering his place to ſome 
common foldicr, nor will God an huſband, for {uf- 
fering his wife to bear the ſway, It is diſhonour- 
able to the prince, if ſubordinate cfhcers yield the 
honour of their places to meaner {ubjetts ; and the 
contempt redounds upon God, which a man is 
willing 
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willing to take upon himſelf, by making his wife 
his maſter. God's authority inveſted in his perſon 
he mult not permit to be trodden down and de- 
{piſed : for this St. Paul hath given us a rule, ſay- 
ing, Let every man abide in the place wherein he is 
called. It muſt be underſtood as well of the place 
for order and government, as for condition of life, 
But here perhaps ſome weak-lpirited man may ſay, 
the thing you {peak is reaſonable, if a man could 
do it: but experience ſhews, it is ſooner ſaid than 
done; for himſelf, he hath met with ſuch a virago, 
that will be governor, or will overturn all ; and 
againſt ſuch a froward and ſturdy-ſpirited dame 
who can preſerve his authority? To ſuch objector 
I anſwer, that moſt men caſt the blame, of loſing 
their authority, upon their wives, when in truth 
ic is wholly due unto themſelves; for it is not 
extorted from them by the wife's violence, but 
caſt away by their own indilcretion, It 1s not 
indeed in any man's power, to reſtrain a violent 
woman from aſſailing his authority, but it is from 
winning it. Whether ſhe ſhall break forth into 
contempt, he cannot chuſe ; but whether he will 
proſtitute himſelf unto contempt, that he may and 
muſt chuſe. Many a city is fiercely aſſaulted, and 
not taken, Many a woman ſtrives to break the 
yoke, but is not able. So long as. the huſband's 
behaviour is ſuch, that the wife's foul (after that 
ihe hath recovered herſelf out of the drunkennets 
of paſſion) is forced to blame her own rebelliout- 
nets, and in her conſcience to acknowledge him 
worthy the better place: ſo long hath he duly pre- 
lerved his authority againſt all her rude and dif- 
loyal reſiſtance, Know ye therefore all ye hut- 
bands, that the way to maintain authority, is not 
to ule violence, but {kill. Not by main force muſt 
a huſband hold his own agyuinſt his wife's un— 
dutikulnels, by a more mild, gentle, and wile pro- 
ceeding. We with not any man to uſe big looks, 
great words, and a fierce behaviour, but weadvilte 
You to a more caly and certain courſe: firſt, let 
the hutband endeaour to gain all commendable 
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virtues, and to exceed his wife as much in good- 
nels as he doth in place. Let his wiſe ſee in him 
ſuch humility, ſuch godlineſs, wiſdom, as may 
cauſe her heart to confeſs, that there is in him 
ſomething that deſerveth to be ſtooped to: let 
him walk uprightly, chriſtianly, ſoberly, religi— 
ouſly, in his family, and give a good example to all 
in the houſhold ; then ſhallthe wife willingly give 
him better place, when ſhe cannot but ſee him to 
be the better perſon. No inferior can chuſe but 
in his ſoul ſtoop to that ſuperior in whom grace 
and God's image doth appear according to his 
place. A virtuous man ſhall be regarded in the 
conſcience of the worſt woman, yea, in the be- 
haviour alſo of any that is not monſtrous. It is 
no burden to any to yield themſelves to ſuch a one 
as 18 apparently better than themſelves, It is true, 
that (in a mad fit) the wife of the beſt huſband 
may fling forth, and be undutiful ; but when ſhe 
is returned to herſelf, ſhe ſhall condemn herſelf, 
and juſtiſy bim; and ſo, inſtead of loſing his au- 
thority, he recovers his own with advantage. Be 
you therefore all aſſured, that you ſhall find vir- 
tuous carriage the beſt preſervatives of eſteem, 
Take pains then to make thyleif good, and that 
is the moſt compendious way to make thyſelf re- 
verenced. 8 

But as in general, we perſcribe a good conver- 
ſation tor the belt preſerver of a man's authority 
in the family, fo eſpecially muſt all huſbands be 
counſeiled to ſhun evils that make every man to 
ſeem vile in the eyes of thoſe that fee him ſo diſ- 
ordered, | 

The firſt of theſe is bitterneſs, as the Apoſtle 
Paul terms it, in giving all huſbands warning of 
it, laying, Be not bitter to your wes, Sharp, tart 

carriage, conliſting of reviling, ſtriking, and other 

furious words and geſtures, he fitly calleth bitter- 
neſs, becauſe it is as offenſive to the mind as gall 
and wormwood to the palate, This bitterneſs 
ſhews folly, and works hatred, and therefore muſt 
needs be a great underminer of authority, * 
WI 
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will hate whom they fear, ſaith one well of a ty- 
rant. A tyrannical huſhand, as well as a tyran- 
nical prince, ſhall thruſt himſelf beſides his place. 
Such demeanour bewrayeth great impotency of 
aſfection, and want of wildom, whence will enſue 
want of reverence, | 9 | 

Secondly, He that would retain the pre-emi- 
nence of his place, muſt avoid unthriftineſs (ano- 
ther great enemy to reverence.) Drunkennels, 
ga ming, ill company, are three parts, as I may call 
them, of unthriftineſs; the firſt drowneth wit, tlie 
ſecond conſumeth wealth, the third cats out the 
heart of all good conditions: and he that hath 
neither wit in his head, nor money in his purſe, 
nor good qualities in his perſon, how can he be 
but ſathed and deſpiſed. Wherefore away with 
drinking, gaming, and following ill companions, 


if thou wouldſt not be caſt at once out of the hearts 
of all thy family, and all thy neighbours, and of 


thy wife alſo, both for love and reverence. | 

Thirdly, Lightneſs muſt be avoided by huſ- 
bands ; fooliſh, childiſh, unſtay'd tricks, that have 
no impreſſion of gravely or diſcretion vpon them, 
but ſavour of a kind of boyiſhnelſs. buch con- 
temptible things muſt needs expoſe a man to con- 
tempt. If the huſband put a fool's coat upon his 
back, can he blame his wife though ſhe laugh at 
him? The bitter man is like a frantick head, very 
troubleſome; the unthrifty man as a ſcald head, 
very fulſome; the light man, the jeſter, like a 
giddy head, very ridiculous. Such men will ſoon 
diſplace themſelves, though no man ſtrive to un- 
dermine them. But let every godly man caſt from 
him all theſe baſe evils, and ſtrive for holineſs and 


gravity of converſation, that he may be indeed a 


governor, and that his ſuperiority (ſupported by 
luch pillars) may ſtand upright and unſhaken. 
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Of the parts and tnds of a man's autiority. 


UT authority muſt be cxerciſed as well as pre- 
ſerved; yea, verily it cannot be kept, unleſs 
it be uſed, being like a ſword, that will ruſt if it 
lie {till in the ſcabbard without uſing, Now that 
men may underſtand how to uſe this precious 
thing (for authority is one of the richeſt jewels in 
the world, it 1s a model of God's ſovereignty, and 
the very life and ſoul of all ſocieties) it is neceſ- 
fery for us to direct them herein, by ſtanding upon 
three points : firſt, to ſhew the parts of authority ; 
ſecondly, the end; and thirdly, the manner of 
uſing it. Of the parts of authority firſt, I mean 
by authority, a power of exerciſing government 
over another; and this hath two parts, to guide 
and to recompence, to direft and to requite. Di- 
rection conſiſts in the enjoining of lawful things 
to be done, and in the forbidding of things at leaſt 
indifferent. Recompence is alſo double, of good 
and obedient carriage, by commendation and re- 
wards ; of evil and diſobedient, by reproofs and 
uniſhments. Theſe are the parts of government, 
mean thoſe things which a governor by virtue of 
his place both may and muſt take upon him to do, 
and which are ſo appropriated to the place of a 
governor, that none other may adventure to do 
them all, unleſs he will exceed his vocation, fin 
againſt God, and wrong the perſon over whom he 
ofarpeth. Now, concerning all theſe, command— 
ing, forbidding, commending, rewarding, reprov- 
ing, it is of all hands granted, that it is lawful for 
a huſband to exerciſe them all upon his wife ; 
yea, and for ſome kind of puniſhment alſo, by 
withdrawing from her the plentiful demonſtra- 
tions of kindneſs, and fruits of his liberty, and by 
abridging her of her liberty, and the enjoyment 
of many things delightful, a huſband may inflict 
the lame. | | | 
We muſt next ſhew the end, whereto he muſt 
direct 
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direct all, and cach of theſe parts, and that is the 
good of his wife, the increaſe of virtue in her, and 
reformation of vice; the making her better, and 
helping her to comfort here, and ſalvation here- 
after. So all governors have their power from 
God, rather for the benefit of them whom they 
govern, than for their own eaſe, pleaſure, profit. 
In like ſort the huſband hath this his domeſtical 
ſovereignty, that God, the governor of all, ma 

receive more glory by the comfortable fruit of his 
own ordinance to them that yield unto it. The 
aiming at this end, would be as great a further- 
ance as any could be, to the well-being of a family, 
and would keep out almoſt all the miſchieſs where- 
with now divers houſholds are little leſs than rent 
in pieces; for molt men never dream of this end, 
but ſerve themſelves wholly in governing, and 
regard not their wives at all. The not knowing 
why they govern, makes huſbands govern amiſs, 
and ſo become burdens to themſelves and their 
wives : he that ſhoots at a wrong mark, cannat 
but ſhoot awry; and he muſt nceds take a wron 

way, that miſtakes the town to which he ſhould 


travel. Wherefore a huſband ſhould often de- 


mand of himſelf, faying, why am I the chief in 
this houſhold ? and why lieth the government on 
my ſhoulders ? Is it that I ſhould live at more 
eaſe than any in the family? that I ſhould fulfil 
mine own wiſhes, and have what I would; and 
that every one ſhould care for me, and I for none? 
No; for the head in the body was not created for 
its own ſake; and I would count him an evil ma- 
giſtrate and miniſter, that ſhould bewray ſuch a 
conceit in his place. But here 1 am the chief, 
that all may fare the better for me; that by my 
uſing more wiſdom, and taking more prong, and 
ſhewing more virtues than any of the family, all 
the family may live more orderly and comfortably 
(and eſpecially my wife) may enjoy more quiet, 
and get more grace than could be attained, if I 
were away. The fruit of my ruling my wife, muſt. 
be her coinfort and happineſs; neither muſt I ac- 
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count any happineſs to myſelf, wherein ſhe hath 
not her portion; ſo by often informing himſelf 
to what purpoſe he ruleth, he ſhall exceedingly 


help himſelf to rule well. | ; 
COOK KORO 
HAF. X. 


Of juſtice in the uſtand's government. 


D UT to ſhoot at the mark, is not much praiſe- 
worthy, unlefs a man hit it; ſo for a man to 
intend his wife's good, unleſs he effect it alſo, is 
not much to his commendation. Now the only 
way of attaining the end of any buſineſs, is to do 
it in a right manner. Wherefore we will direct 
huſbands how they ſhall rule, io as to weaken 
every corruption, and ſtrengthen every virtue in 
the ir wives, and to make their lives ten times more 
holy and happy than elſe they could be, and to 
give them all cauſe (Which is the moſt deſirable 
thing that can be in government) of hearty prail- 
ing the name of God for their meeting together 
in marriage. At leaſt, if the huſband follow theſe 
direttions, he ſhall be blamcleſs in miſting his end, 
becaule he doth not mils it through bis own de- 
fault, but by means of ſomething that lies not in 
his power to prevent. To the point, then: a man 
in governing his wife, muſt govern himſelf, ac- 
cording to the rules of the three principal virtues 
which are of moſt ufe, as in all places of govern- 
ment; ſolikewiſe in this domeſtick kingdom: for 
10 it is, and ſo it may molt properly be called, 
ihele virtues are juſtice, wiſdom, mildneſs; with 
the practice of Which, he muſt temper the exer- 
cile of his authority, and then ſhall he bring glory 
to God, and good to his wife and to himlelf in 
governing, Juſtice is the life and ſoul of govern- 
mein, without which, it is no better than a dead 
carcale, Witgum 15 the eye of government, with— 
out 
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out which, it is like a ſtrong ſoldier, ſtark blind, 
Mildneſs 1s the health and good conſtitution of 
overnment, without which, it is like a big body 
full of diſeaſes; unjuſt government is tyranny 3 
unwiſe government is folly; unmild government 
is cruelty ; but juſt, wiſe, and mild government, 
is government indeed, cauſing the huſband to be, 
as it were, Godin the family, a reſemblance of the 
ſovereignity, and goodnels of him that inſtituted 
matrimony. Let us begin with juſtice, the foul 
of government ; the abſence whereof doth make 
it degenerate into odious tyranny, 
By juſtice, I mean that which is commonly 
called diſtributive juſtice, which conſiſts in fittin 
the uſage of perſons under authority, both to the 
ſuperiors limits, and to the inferiors defervings. 
This muſt be practiſed both in directing and re- 
compencing : for the firſt, he muſt learn ſo to 
command, not as the chief and abſolute com- 
mander, but as one who himſelf ſtands under a 
ſuperior power, to which he doth more owe ſub- 


jection, than his wife to him. Wherefore he muſt 


in no ſort abuſe his authority, to force his wife to 
things that are finful. What God commandeth, 
he muſt not forbid ; what God forbiddeth, he mult 
not command, What the wife cannot either per- 
form, or omit, without finning againſt God and 
her own ſoul (becauſe either the Lord himſelf, or 
ſome ſuperior powers, have interpoſed their au- 
thority, ) that it is extreme injuſtice for the huſband 
ro require or to prohibit, This is to thruſt her 
into the fire of hell, ſo much as in him lieth ; out 
of which, if ſhe be not drawn by a ſtrong hand, 
ſhe muſt be damned for yielding, he forenjoining. 
Wherefore in ſuch abfurd and ſinful commands, 
he ſhall violate the laws of wiſdom and juſtice 
both at once, and ſhew himſelf in the ſame action 
both a fool towards her and a rebel againſt God, 
For it is the higheſt degree, both of unrighteouf— 
neſs and of folly, for the ſubordinate governor to 
take upon him above the ſovereign. Let no hul- 
band, therefore, forget, that the Lord in heaven, 

and 


— 
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and the publick par, opp on earth, are above 
e, and that they both ought 
equally to be ſubject to theſe; and therefore, let 
him never ſet his private authority againſt theſe 
authorities that are ſtronger than his, nor make 
his wiſe undatiful to either of theſe, by a falſe 
claim of duty to himſelf. It is a tyranny and 
ulurpation for any governor to be ignorant of, or 
tranſgreſs the bounds of his own place: for a man 
to command his wife to lie far his advantage; to 
break the ſabbath for his gain; to participate in 
his fraud, or the like; nothing is more abhorrent 
from equity. | 
Where princes have commanded their ſubje&s 
to worſhip images, or commit other iniquities, 
they have brought upon themlelves the odious 
name of tyrants; and the not yielding to their 
ſinful commandments, have been an high praiſe 
unto their ſubjects. Doubtleſs the huſband may, 
with leſs ſhew of reaſon, challenge power to ap- 


point ſuch things; and ſo to forbid his wife to 


pray unto God, to come to the word and lacra- 
ments, to ſhew mercv to the diſtreſſed with diſ- 

cretion : this 1s againſt right in the higheſt degree. 
When Darius commanded, that no man {ſhould in- 
vocate the name of God for thirty days, the pro- 
phet Daniel would not condeſcend to ſuch a com- 


mand; why then ſhould a wife hearken to her 


huſband in the like caſe, to the apparent tranl- 
greſſing of her maker's law ? Nay, why ſhould 
any man be ſo exorbitant in ruling, as to call for 
obedience in ſuch things? See then (all ye huſ- 
bands) that your words to your wives hold agree- 
ment with the laws of Cod, elſe you govern not, 


dut tyrannize; and to dilobey you, is the beſt 
obedience; or rather to withdraw one's (elf from 


following your ill-ordered directions, is not to 
deny ſubjection to your place, power and perſons, 
but to vour ſins, luſts, and corruptions, yea, to 


the devil himſelf who rules in you, and abuſeth 


1 tongues as his inſtruments in ſuch a caſe. 
f Adam were guilty for hearkening to the voice 
| of 
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of his wife, contrary to God's voice, doubtleſs 
ſhe ſhould have been puniſhed allo, for hearken— 


ing to his voice againit God's. 


But this rule of juſtice muſt be extended vet a 
little further; not alone in things that are unlaw- 
ful, but alſo in things that to the wife's errin 
conſcience ſeem unlawful, muſt the huſband for- 
bear the urging his authority. What ſhe doth 
account a fin, that the huſband ought not to force 
her to. The conſcience is God's immediate oſhcer, 
and commanding by virtue of its commitlion (the 
will of God revealed in ſcriptures) though it err 
in conſtruction of that commiſhon, mult vet be 
obeyed, and over-weigh the authority of all other 
commanders, till with due reaſons, manifeſling 
ſuch miſtaking, it be better informed, and dul 
ſatisfied. For whoſoeveraccuſtometh to go wink 
conſcience in things, that though they be not, yet 
are judged to be fins, will at length ſo blot out all 
conſcience, as to go againſt it in things that are 
really faults. Who fo will make bold with an 
erroneous conſcience, ſhall procure to himſelf ei- 
ther a dead and ſeared, or elſe a perplexed conſci- 
ence. So a man in offering violence to his wife's 
conſcience, ſhall quickly drive her either to utter 
careleſſneſs, or utter uncomfortableneſs; for in 
croſſing the ſentence of her own ſoul either ſhe 
ſhall put it quite to filence, or make it fo terribly 
clamorous, that the noiſe of terrors ſhall be always 
found in her cars, and her life ſhall be unto her as 
tedious, as if ſhe were upon the rack, through the 
fierce and inward accuſations of her own accuſer 
and judge. Wherefore, in caſes of this nature, 
when a woman, through weakneſs of judgment, 
reputeth a thing indifferent to be ſinful, the huſ- 
band muſt not, by vehemence, compel his wife's 
prattice againſt her conſcience, but with pity and 
gentleneſs ſeek to free her ſoul from the entangle- 


ment of ſuch error, by better information; ſtill 


remembering, that conſcience is the ſupreme com- 
mander of man, next under God, and hath the 
moſt ſovereign authority over mens actions. The 

| | truth 
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truth is yet, that if ſhe pretend conſcience, when 
it is but wilfulnels, he muſt a while wait for the 
_ Healing of this ſtiffneſs : but if fair perſuaſions will 
not reclaim her, he muſt at length ule the authority 
beſtowed upon him by God, and expreſly enjoin 
her to change her obſtinacy into ſubjection. You 
will, perhaps, demand, how a man ſhould know 
whether his wife be wilful or ſcrupulous ? For 
firſt, ſcruple of conſcience is grounded upon the 
word of God, and taketh occaſion of doubting 
from ſome text of ſcripture, that carricth at leaſt 
an appearance of condemning that, whereof it 
makes queſtion, But obſtinacy is ever up with 

conſcience, | 
Conſcience, when yet it is backed with no part 
of God's word, that can in any probability be 
thought to induce to a fear of doing or omitting, 
what it refuſeth to do or omit. here wilful 
error, without conſcience, hinders yielding, no 
heed muſt be taken to it: when an erroneous con- 
ſcience hindereth, it muſt be tenderly handled. 
Therefore if a woman can produce ſome word of 
God (that maketh her doubt of the lawfulneſs of 
a thing) though it be perhaps miſinterpreted to 
her, ſhe muſt be reſolved, not compelled : but if 
ſhe ſtand upon terms of conſcience without God's 
word, ſhe may be compelled, becauſe there 1s no 
other way of reſolving her; for not every ſcruple 
of heart doth make a thing fin to a man in whom 
it is, but that alone which is grounded upon 
ſcriptures ; in which caſe, conſcience Arenen miſ- 
informed) retains its own authority; and lo to in- 
force a woman againſt it, were to force her to fin, 
Again, it, may be thought the miſtaking of con- 
ſcience, when things indifferent are deemed either 
ſinful or needful ; and in ſuch things, it is a point 
of juſtice to tender a weak conſcience : but if one 
will ſcem to make a conſcience of doing that, and 
fo refuſe to do it, which God hath commanded 
pin this is ſure wilfulneſs in error, not in- 
rmity of conſcience ; and therefore here the wife 
is not to be borne with; but after good means uſed 
| | to 
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to difcover her error, if ſhe perſiſt in wilfulncßs, 
he mey juſtly be ſo much the more urgent, by how 
much ſhe is more backward, But be not ſo un- 
rightcous towards thy wife, as to urge her either 
to dilpleale God or her conſcience in a thing in- 
difter nt, leaning on the word of God: for none 
is Lord of conſcience, but only God, the Lord of 
heaven and earth. And thus much for juſtice in 
the matter of directing. | 

It muſt be exerciled alſo in requiting either the 
bad or good carriage of the wife. Bad behaviour 
may be requited with reproofs and correttion (as 
we ſaid above) only ſo, that juſtice be oblerved 
herein. And to this end two rules mult be given, 
one in regard of the thing for which, another in 
regard of the meafure wherein, one reproveth or 
correcteth: firſt, no reproof or correctien mult be 
given without a fault; where no {in hath gone be- 
fore to delcrve ſuch hardnels, it cannot without 
much injuſtice be practiſed againſt her. No good 
chirurgeon will lay a plaiſter upon a ſound place, 
that were always a needleſs labour, moſt times 
dangerous, for ſome medicines will make the ſound 
fleſh ſore ; ſo neither muſt a huſband find fault, 
where no fault is, for fear of making a fault wheie 
none elſe would be. 

Here we mult alſo obſerve, that a fault reformed 
muſt go in the account of no fault; and therefore 
a woman mult never be upbraided with it: for an 
upbraiding is a reproof, and a fin amended, is after 
aſort annihilated, Indeed former faults may juſtly 
be alledged, to aggravate the fame otfence reitc- 
rated: but if the wife do not repeat her fin in com- 
mitting, the huſband ſhall deal exceeding unjuſtly, 
if he repeat it in reproving. Wheretore chate 
not againſt thy wife for no fault, reprove not her 
when ſhe diſhonours not God, neither let paſſion 
ever make thee repeat thoſe things which ſhe hath 
re formed; ſo ſhall thy ways be conformable to 
Juſtice in this point, of reproving or puniſhing, 
as to the cauſe of doing. But the meaſure of do- 
ing is in cvery thing almoſt of as ncedful obſer- 
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vation as the cauſe; for juſtice is to proportion 
the reproot or puniſhment to the fault. 

But to come a little nearer to the point: the 
huſband muſt know, that for puniſhing his wife, 
he muſt come exceeding flowly to it, and be very 
ſeldom in it, never procceding unto it till com- 


3 becauſe other means have been fruſtrated. 


or a man to eltrange his countenance and beha- 
viour towards his wife, to withdraw the teſtimo— 
nics of his love, to ceaſe to truſt her, or to ſpeak 
familiarly and chearfully to her; theſe are ſuch 
things as deſerve the name of chaſtiſements, The 
wife that hath not forgotten all good afle@ion to 
her buſband, cannot but ſmart and bleed under 
theſe ſtripes (as I may call them), They are there- 
fore to be of rare uſe, and not applied at all, till 
the grofinels of much miſdemeanour ſhall compel. 
For all things of this kind, whether reproofs or 
chaſtiſements, they muſt ſtill be more or leſs ſharp, 


as the fault is greater or leſſer, being ſuitable not 


to the paſlion, or loſs, or hurt of the reprover, 
but to the fin or offence of the reproved. 
Another part of juſtice, in recompencing, 1s, 
that the good deeds go not unrecompenced ; re- 
wards and commendations mult be given, to in- 
creale the good things that are in the wife, as well 
as reproofs to diminiſh the evil. Solomon faith, 
that the huſband of the good wife ſhall praiſe her: 
and again he faith, give her of the labour of her 
hands, A man muſt give his wife to underſtand, 


by words of comfortable approbation, what con- 


tent he takes in her good and dutiful behaviour. 
Fe muſt animate and incourage her to a perpetuity 
of pleaſing and loyal carriage, by ſome ſpecial 
courteſes, in which ſhe will moft delight: forthe 
cheartul countenance, amiableneſs, affableneſs, 


and liberality of the huſband, is to the good wife 


a cauſe of as great content as any thing in the 


world, next to the favourof God. Wherefore if 
ever thou wilt hve happily in matrimony, feed 


virtue, nourifh obedience, confirm all good qua— 


lities, water and reſreſh the tender buds of thrift, 
dutifulneſs, 
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dutifulneſs, and other'graces which begin to ap- 

ear. Let thy wife ſee, that thou doſt much more 
willingly look Upon the beſt things, and more 
often remember them, and that thou hadſt mult 
rather be telling of her good than of her evil, and 
making much of her than reprehending : for doubt- 
leſs when all is done, experience ſhall prove, that 
the ſweet herbs grow faireſt and fafeſt in ſun- 
ſhine; and many a wife had been very good, if 
the huſband could have ſeen. and foſtered a little 
goodneſs at the firſt, 


Seer 
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Of WISDOM. 


HE next virtue of the huſband is wiſdom, the 

eye of government, which mult help juſtice 

in her place: for when virtues are knit together 
in a near band, one will draw on another. This 
wildom is the ſtern of authority, which muſt guide 
it in an even and ſteady courſe, that it neither 
daſh upon ſlaviſh fear, as a rock on the left hand, 
nor upon contempt, as a dangerous quickſand on 
the right hand. The principal uſe of wiſdom is 
to behave one's ſelf ſo uprightly, that love and 
reverence may not interfere, and the one cut and 
deſtroy the other. It is hard, of an inferior ſo 
familiar, to be loved and not {lightly ſet by, if 
one's carriage be kind and familiar; harder, if 
one's behaviour he more reſerved, to be reve- 
renced, and not {laviſhly feared. Prudence thexe- 
fore muſt manage all things ſo, that it may keep 
theſe two affections in their due temyer, free from 
exceſs, and free from defect, that a man may do 
good according to the dignity of his place; for 
affections will raſily fall foul upon each other, and 
wound one the other, to the overthrow of both, 
J. ove will turn fear into a ſlender reſpect, fear will 
turn love into hatred and deſpight : Lat diſcretion 
F muſt 
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muſt ſo ſerve. the turn of both in due ſeaſon, that 
both may be preſerved in their due meaſure, More 


particularly, wiſdom mult give rules for the right 
ordering of authority, in general firſt, and then of 


cach part of it. | | 
Firſt then in general, it is a main part of wil. 
dom in a huſband, to conform the ule of his au- 


thority to the diſpoſition of his wife, to which 


purpoſe he mult labour much to become throughly 


acquainted with the temper of his wife's mind, 
There is great difference of women's natures, 
Some are more {tiff, ſome more pliant, ſome will 
be more caſily ruled, ſome with more difficulty, 


ſome require more ſharpneſs, others will be better 


wrought upon with gentleneſs; and the maſter- 
picce of wildom 1s, to frame all commandments, 
ieproofs, rewards, and fitly to the conditions of 
the party. Some will be ſooner perſuaded than 
compelled, and ſome contrarily ; which diverſit 


of diſpoſitions if a man mark not, he ſhall create 


to himſelf and to his wife a great deal of unnecel- 
lary labour. A ſoft, tender, and gentle woman 


mult be dealt with more tenderly : a rough high- 


{pirited woman with more ſternneſs and leverity, 
whether a man command or reprove, or Whatſo— 
ever clſe he doth or ſpeaketh. And in this caſe 
a huſband muſt not follow his own inclination, 
but bow himſelf to the temper of his wife. Phy- 
Gcians give not the fame phyſick to all bodics, 
and preſcribe not ſuch drugs as they have neareſt 
hand, but as are beſt befitting the patient's body. 
Thoſe alſo that deal in metals, give not the ſame 
heat to every metal; lead will be ſooner and with 
more eaſe melted; iron muſt have more coals and 
more blowing. The huſband muſt diligently ob— 
ſerve by his wife's actions, Whether ſhe be dead or 
iron. A governor ſhould know the conſtitution 
of thoſe that are under his government, and be- 
have himſelf towards them differently, according 
as they difler: as they are more given to grieve 
or chafe, to be dejected or to be careleſs, ſo mult 


a man mcaſure out his actions, and the manner of 


them, 


1 
them, that he may moſt heal (and leaſt provoke) 
thoſe paſſions wherewith the woman is moſt apt 
to be overcome, Neither will this prove impoſ- 
{ible to attain, conſidering the continual occahon 
of converſing together WI afford means of in— 
forming a man's ſelf in us point, if he take but 
any reaſonable heed the ro?) and pray the Lori of 
heaven to furniſh him u diſcretion, St. Peter 
points all men to this of difcretion, when he 
faith, woman is the Wer veilel ; meaning, ſul) 
ject to more natural imperfections than the man; 
and the proportion of that precpt holds allo in 
regard of the difference of the natures of women 
amnonglt themſelves, ſome being weaker than ſome. 
Wherefore in this matter mult the huſband ſhew 
himſelf a man of knowledge in dwelling with his 
wife, TE 
The example of our Saviour Chriſt's govern— 
ment may become our precedent : for tre doth well 
conlider, as the nature of all the members of his 


myſtical body (for they be all duſt, and full of 


ſrailtics) ſo the particular nature of cach of then; 
by which it comes to paſs, that fume arc fuller of 
infirmities than others. Chriſt's wiſdom therefoie 
ſhews itlelf in mixing a cup of conlolation or af- 
fliction for every ſoul: every huſband mult care- 
fully imitate his example, for if ſome women 
ſhould be reproved (o often and.ſharply as others, 
they would be quite diſheartned; and ſome, if 
they {ſhould receive fo great kindneſs and com- 
mendat:ons as others, would be quite ſwoln up 
with pride. Now the art of government muit 
moderate all things according to the nature of the 
governed: and this 1s it that maketh it ſo hard to 
govern well: but as I ſaid before, the Lord, the 
giver of wildom, will not deny it to them thas 
crave this gift at his hands, | 
Wherefore all ye huſbands know fora certainty, 
that it ſufficeth you not to be juſt, unleſs you alſo 
be diſcreet. Thy commandments may perhaps be 
not unlawful in themſclves, but unfit for thy wife; 
and then, though thou mayeſt not be charged with 
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unrighteoufneſs, yet thou canſt not eſcape the im- 
putation of folly, Some man thinks, that his wife 
ſhould do, and take all, as he fees ſuch and ſuch 
a man's wife, and accordingly he carries himſelf 
towards her, and looks at her hands, not con- 
ſidering that one laſt will not ſerve every ſhoe. 
And in this caſe, while moſt men will do as their 
neighbours do, and look that their wives ſhould 
do as their neighbours wives, they hill their houſes 
full; of contention ; yea, many whitſt they follow 
their own paſſions, utterly overthrow the peace of 
their families, becauſe they will not do and ſpeak 
what is fitteſt for their wives, but what holdeth 
moſt agreement to their own humours. Now be 
advertiſed (for the helping of many evils) that you 
mult live with your wives, not alone as men of 
righteouſneſs, but as men of knowledge allo, 
And this is one rule of prudence in general, to 
know and obſerve thegvite's diſpoſition, Another 
is to chuſe fit circumſtances for commandments, 
reproofs, rewards, and all the acts of power or au- 
thority, viz. Firſt, a fit time, then a fit place; for 
theſe are the moſt notable c:rcumitances of all 
actions, and ſuch as require our moſt heedful ob- 
ſervation, For time; there 1s firſt time for re- 


proving, commanding, commending, and all other 


actions. And again, a time which 1s very unſea— 
ſonable for ſome, or for any of them; and to ſet 
down particular directions for that which admits 
of almoſt infinite variety, is a talk altogether im- 

offible, Wherefore in groſs, two rules mult here 
8 tood upon, which will eaſily keep out all no- 
torious inconveniences in regard of time, The 
rules, I confeſs, had moſt need be obſerved in 
matter of reproving, that being a thing wherein 
moſt wearineſs had need to be uſed, becauſe it is 
molt apt to be taken in ill part; and becaule it is 
molt needful, and if it ſpeed well does very much 
good; ſo a little thing will hinder the fruit of it, 
and make it prove very dangerous. Wherefore 
an adminiſtering it, moſt diſcretion had need to be 
uled, that it poiſon not inſtead of healing. But 
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yet in all the other parts of governing, the ſame 
rules are ſo univerſally neceilary, that much mil- 
chief will grow in a family for want of obſerving 
them, A commandment untimely given, may do 
as much hurt as a blow ; and an unſcaſonable pre- 
cept may prove as pernicious as unſeaſonable re- 

roof, But let us ſhew what times prudence muſt 
chuſe for the doing any att of government, Now, 
as in this caſe there are two perſons to whom this 
authority pertaineth, namely, the perion that ex- 
eiciſeth it, and the perſon towards whom it is 
exerciſed; ſo à time of reproving or commanding 
muſt be choſen agreeable tothe diſpoſition of both, 
and it muſt be then uſed, when he is fit to uſe it 
well, and ſhe to take it well, 

Firſt then, when a man's ſelf is quiet in tune, 
free from perturbation ; then may he wiſely com- 
mand, reprove, or do any other like thing, as oc— 
cation ſhall offer, that being a ſeaſon when in all 
likelihood he ſhall do it well. But when anger 
boileth within, then 1s he to take due pains to 
bring himſelf into due temper again; and 'till that 
be done, to forbear the exerciling of any part of 
his authority, unleſs he will diſgrace himſelf 
through that taultineſs which cannot but low from 
ſuch paſſions, Wherefore if thou art a huſband, 
take this advice; authority. cannot be well mana- 
ged but by the hand of wiſdom, therefore under- 
take not to exercile it when wildom is baniſhed : 


go not about ſuch a work but when thy heart is 


quiet, thy judgment clear, thy mind ſettled, and 
when thou art thyſelt; then ſhew thy wife her 
duty, then ſay what thou wouldſt have, then tell 
her of her faults, elle never thalt thou make her 
{ce her duty, or mend her faults, In a word, 
never go about to judge of colours, when a mote 
is in thy eye, And thus muſt a good huſband 
keep time in regard of himſelf, 
He muſt likewiſe obſerve due ſeaſons in regard 
of his wife, thole, namely, wherein ſhe is capable 
of receiving information or reproot, If ſhe be 
not fit to hear, as well as himſelf to utter whole- 
| EF 3 | lone 
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thing which thou ſthinkeſt will be diſpleaſing to 
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ſome words, the labour of uttering them muſt. be 
loſt, When ſhe is quiet, chearful, well pleaſed, 
free from exceſſive grief, anger, pain, ſickneſs, 
(which diſpoſe the ſoul to paſſion) or other like 
vexations, then is a due time of telling her of a 
fault, of wifhing her to do or forbear what a man 


would have done or forborn, elſe her paſſions will 


make her as unable to take any thing well, as his 
will make him unable to do it well. Let the 
mind be calm, the judgment clear, the ſoul quiet, 
and then caſt in good words, as good ſeed into the 
ground, that is plowed and manured, and well 
fitted for the ſeed. And he that cannot moderate 
himſelf in this way towards his wife, ſhall often 
make three or four faults in ſpeaking of one; 
and make a breach by giving that commandment 
which at another time would be quietly accepted. 
Another circumſtance of moment 1s that of 
place, about which wiſdom would that theſe rules 
e obſerved. Firſt, that what parts of govern- 
ment carry with them difficulty and diſtaſte be 
exerciſed in private betwixt them two, viz, Re- 
proving and commanding of things that in all 
likelihood may be againſt the mind of the wife: 
but, fecondly, what parts are pleaſing to her, or 
no way contrary to the good-liking of nature, or 
the giving of commendations, rewards, or eaſy 


_ commandments, be done alſo, as occaſion ſerveth, 


before others. For hard commandments and re— 


prehenſions, the ſecreteſt place is the moſt con- 


venient ; becauſe, if the wife ſhould at firſt hearing 


receive them paſſionately, no man might be ac- 


quainted with her paſſionateneſs. And becauſe 


ſhe may not have the leaſt occaſion of taking up 
that eonceit (which will blaſt the fruit of all good 
.admonitions} that this he ſpeaks to put her to dif- 
grace. Wherefore if any thing be amiſs, where- 
of thou wouldit admoniſh thy wife, take her aſide, 


and let herhear from thee, when ſheis well aſſured 
that no car ſhould be privy to thy words but her 
own. If thou wouldſt have her do or forbear any 


her 
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her to hear, ſhew thy mind in private, and there 
zerſuade, where thou mayeſt with mote freedom 
ſpeak all that is fit to be ſpoken ; and where (if 
ſome little heat ſhould ariſe betwixt you) it may 
not be publiſhed to the hurt of your names, It 
may be objected, that ſome women will not fear 
_ to offend in publick, before the fervants and chil- 

dren, and ſtrangers: and what then ? Shall the 
huſband forbear to ſpeak to her, and let her go 
away with it ſo? Would not this prove infectious 
to the beholders, and make them apt to follow the 


ſame trade of evil doing? I anſwer, if ſuch faults 


fall out, a man may thew his diſlike in a patient 
manner of ſpeaking, and make it appear that he 
doth not wink at his wife's faults, But I anſwer 
again, that in ſuch a caſe he muſt exprefs grief 
rather than anger, and muſt leave the lawful ſharp- 
neſs, and (as I may call it) wholeſome lancing, by 
a reproof, 'till his wife and himſelf be together 
alone; and by that time ſhe will remember how 
ſhe overſhot herſelf, if he give her not the advan- 
tage of replying, by being carried into ſome ab- 
ſurdity with her for company. Neither need a 


man fear the infection of ſervants or children by 


faults thus healed in ſecrecy ; for his preſent grief, 


diſlike, and patience, will work more upon them, 


(confidering the perſon) than if he ſhould fall on 
chiding : and there will be time enough after, in 
her abſence, to give them warning of the fin, 
there will be time alſo to chide her for having fo 
bad an example. And they may know that a man 
hath reproved, though they hear him not reprove; 
and this will well enough prevent the infection 
that might come from her e Wherefore in 
no ſort is their raſhnefs to be allowed; yea, it is 


moſt ſharply to be condemned, that mult needs out 


with it whoever ſtands by, even before children 
and ſervants, and perhaps alſo ſtrangers, not hav- 
ing the wit nor power to refrain themfelves 'till 


a ht place of privatenels may be gotten, And ſo 


have you thole rules of wiſdom that concern the 


exerciſe of authority in general, Thole follow. 


next, 
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next, which particularly concern the matter of di- 


rection, which muſt look partly to the things 
eommanded or forbidden, partly to the frequency 
of commanding, 5 

For the firlt, a man muſt not abaſe his authority 
to two ſorts of things that are not worthy the 
ſame, namely, to things trifling, nor to the things 
ridiculous, | 5 

Firſt then, let it be regarded in commanding, 


that the man's authority deſcend not unto too mean 


and trivial things. The huſband muſt not be bid— 
ding and intermeddling by commandments in the 
{mall buſineſſes of the family; he muſt leave ſome 


things in the family to the diſcretion of his wife, 


that his authority may not beundervalued, becauſe 
of the'triflingneſs of thoſe matters about which it 
is employed. In theſe things he ſhuuld permit his 


. wife to rule under him, and give her leave to 


know more than himſelf, who hath weightier mat- 
ters, and more nearly touching the welfare of his 
houſhold, to exerciſe his knowledge in. And if 
in any of theſe matters, he ſhall meet with any 
diſorder, it were a part of wiſdom in him toadviſe 
and counſel, rather than to charge and command. 
See therefore that the matter be ſo much worth 
before thou lay a charge concerning 1t; for he 
that for every light thing will be drawing out 
his commandment, ſhall, to his grief perceive at 


length, that it will be much eſteemed 1n nothing, 


Secondly, Let him never command ſenſeleſs and 
unreaſonable things, ſuch as are grounded meerly 
upon his wil', and upon no good reaſon beſides, 
Such commandments will make her take him for 
a heady fool, and not a wiſe head ; and that con- 


ceit can never ariſe, but with the utter ruin of her 


reverence, and ſo of his authority, For a man to 


inforce his wife by the power of his authority, to 
take up a feather, to wag a ſtraw, or the like ; 
becaule forſooth he will haveit ſo, and ſhew that 


he is her maſter, expoſeth him to contempt, and 


in making it appear that he 1s maſter over her 


body, ke ccaſcth to be maſter over her heart. I 
| | confeſs 
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confeſs the woman ſhould be ſo perfectly fubject, 
as to caſt her eyes only upon the lawſulnels or 
unlawfulneſs of the thing commanded ; but the 
huſband ſhould conſider further, and look that 
what he gives in charge be commodious, uſeful, 
and needful to be done, He that without reaſon 
enjoins his wife to do any thing, doth all one as if 
he ſhould ride without a bridle. If ſuch a man's | 
horſe be 'not excecding gentle and well broken he | 
cannot chuſe but either run out of the way, or 
ſtumble and caſt the rider: ſo the wife of ſuch a- 
fooliſh man muſt be of extraordinary meekneſs 
and patience, or elſe ſhe will either rebel againſt 
him or contemn him, or both. For the reaſons 
wherewith the commandment of any ſuperior 
comes backed, is as it were a bridle in the infe- 
rior's judgment, by which they may check and 
hold in the violence of. unruiy paſlions; but if 
reaſon be wanting, even a gentle-natured woman 
is apt to prove refractory, Look therefore that 
thou never bid thy Wife do any thing which rea- 
ſon (and not only willy hath not firſt bidden thee. 

And theſe be the rules of prudence, in regard of 

the ſubject of authority, or matters wherein it 
ſnould give directions. 


% 


> Another is, for the frequency of exerciſing it: 
let this part of power be rarely uſed * it ſhould 
be laid up as one's beſt attire, to be worn alone — 
| upon nig 1 days. A garment that comes upon a 
man's back every day will ſoon be threadbare, ſo 
will a man's authority be worn out with over- 
much uſe. Whereſore let it be kept in, till due 
occaſions of uſing it call it forth. It hath been 
delivered as a means of a prince's preſerving his 
reverence amongſt his ſubjetts, that he be not too, 
often ſeen amongſt them. Men are apt to ſet light 
by thoſe things which they ſee every day; even 
things at firſt wondered at, are, by little and little, 
flenderly regarded if they be of common ule. 
Take heed therefore that thou layeſt thine au- 
thority upon things but ſeldom, leſt thy wife (re- 
cciying many commandments) break ſome, rb 
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catch a cuſtom of negleQing thy power. A man 
that is much in commanding, ſhall hardly chuſe 
but flip into ſome trivial and unneceſſary com— 
mandments; and one of theſe will lighten his au- 
thority more than twenty of better ule ſhall grace 
It again, The wife is indeed an inferior, but very 
ncar, and very familiar; wherefore ſhe wilt count 
it a burden to be ever prefied with authority; 


and you know that nature teacheth us to ſeek eale 


in ſhaking off burdens. Much reproving will 
make a reproof of no force, much more will much 
commanding make commandinents of no efficacy. 
And thus have you the rules of wiſdom, which 


muſt keep authority, as it were, upon the Wheels, 
that it may go forward more chearfully, both tor 


thc huſband and the wife's comfort. 
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CHAP, XII. 


Of MILDNESS. 
1 next huſbandly virtue is mildneſs, a very 


neceſſary virtue in this ſociety; which (be- 


cauſe it comes neareſt to equality) doth therefore 


allow of familiarity betwixt the parties governing 
and governed, and therefore muſt needs alſo re- 
quire more lenity, No woman can endure her 
huſband's government with comfort, if gentleneſs 
do not temper it. The abundant love that a wife 
doth and may look for, cauſeth that ſhe looks alſo 
for much tenderneſs of behaviour from her hul- 
band; in which expectation if ſhe be croſſed, ſhe 


cannot obey heartily, becauſe not lovingly, nor 


lovingly, becauſe ſhe cannot think herlelf loved, 
Ihe Lord yeſus Chriſt is the moſt gentle and 
meck governor in the world; and when he re- 
quireth us to take his yoke upon us, he commends 
himſelf to be gentle and meek, and his yoke to be 
light. This is the beſt precedent that huſbands 


can 
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can follow, the moſt worthy copy for them to 
write after. The apoſtle telleth us, that the mi- 
niſter muſt be gentle, even towards thoſe that are 
froward : ſurely then the huſband mult be gentle 
to his wife, though ſhe ſhew herlelf to be of a fro- 
ward diſpoſition. Yea, we are commanded to 
ſhew all meekneſs to all men; and therefore much 
more each man to his wife, But this virtue muſt 
ſhew itſelf in both the parts of authority, direfting 
and recompencing, In diretting two ways: firſt, 
for the matter of it, or the things whereabout it is 
exerciſed; ſecondly, for the manner of exerciling 
It, 

In the matter of directing, this virtue muſt. ma- 
nifeſt itſelf two ways; firlt, by not uſing it too 
often, and too much ; ſecondly, by not uling tt 
(unleſs upon ne ceſſity) about things that will 
prove diſſicult and tedious. For the firſt of theſe, 
the huſband muſt beware of extending the uſe of 
his commanding power too far; it muſt ſuthce him 
to know, that God hath given him the right of 
appointing in every thing, that is not ſinful ; but 
in the exerciſe of it, he muſt ſhew himſelf ofa 
kind and free nature, not rigorouſly taking upon 
him to command all he may, but willingly grati- 
ſving his wife in ſome, in many, in moſt things, 
that ſhe may with more chearfulnefs be ſubject to 
him in others, Obedience would be allurcd 
and inticed, by yielding it to its own diſpohtion, 
in almoſt every thing of an inferior nature, that it 
may more dutifully yicld itlelf to be ien of 
when greater neceſnty requireth. 

But eſpecially, let huſbands ſhew mildneſs in 
the ſecond point, viz. in forbearing hard and dif— 
ficult commandments, ſo much as they poſſibly 
may. Beware of croſſing your wives, and forcing 
them to things againſt their natural diſpoſition, 
All men find in themſelves a kind of inbred averle+ 
nels from ſuch or fuch things, and a delight | in 
{ome other things; ſo that the one of them it is a 
great burden for them to do, the other to forbear. 
Yea, lome things there are of their own nature 


hard 


hard and painful to be done. Now it 1s a great 
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point of gentleneſs in the huſband, to forbear om 
requiring of obedience at his wife's hands, 1 
things of this nature, unleſs a kind of neceſſity lie 
upon him to require it. The ſchoolmaſter that 
over-taſketh his icholars, ſhall never make them 
learn well. The king that over-taxeth his ſubjects 
ſhall make them poor, and himſelf hated; ſo ſhall 
the huſband weary his wife, and diſgrace himſelf, 
by laying too heavy commandments upon her. 
Wherefore let every good huſband put away this 
rigorouſneſs, and by moderation in his command- 

ments, make his authority eaſy to be born, and 
his wife chearful in ſubjection. And this is gen- 
tlenels in the matter of direttion, 

The ſame virtue muſt be uſed in the manner of 
commanding, When need requireth that ſome 
commandment be given, it muſt not beimpertouſly 

reſcribed, in the extremity of enforcing words, 
but with a ſweet kindneſs (as the head doth move 
the members of the body) with loving perſuaſions 
and familiar requeſts. Indeed if the wife will 
necds try maſteries, and ſtrive to caſt off the yoke 
of obedience, ſuch her diſtemper makes it needful, 
for the huſpand with g good words) to ſtand for his 
authority, even ſomewhat ſtifly and peremptorily 


profeſſing, that he will have his will in things. 


lawſal. Butethis coufſe ſhould be ſeldom oſcd, 

and that only in matters of importance, that may 
be worth ſo much earneſtneſs : ; in moſt cales the 

quieter Way is the more comfortable, and the more 
huſfband-like. The way, then, to prevail with 
lcaſt burden to the inferior, and toil to the ſupe- 
rior, is with mild words to with this or that, ra- 
ther than with imperious phraſes to enjoin it; for 
moſt natures are much more eaſily periuaded than 
compelled. Our Saviour Chr/t himſelf doth moſtly 
beſeech his church, though with moiſt right he 
might command it, Let the huſband imitate that 
beit huſband, and beware of, © Do it or you had 


beſt ;” and © you ſhall whether you will or nor 


aud I will have it lo, it it be but t to crofs yous” 
| O no! 
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Ono! much more comely for a huſband's mouth, 
are theie Words: I pray you, let it be ſo; do me 

the kindneſs to do this or this, And ſo much, 

for the practice of mildneſs in directing, the firſt 
art of government. 

It muſt. be likewiſe exerciſed in recompencing 
both good and bad actions: for the good, when a 
reward is given, it mult be gently given; and in 
beltowing any gift upon a man's wife, he mult do 
it in a kind faſhion; ſo that the manner may 
grace the matter, and make it more pleaſing, But 
chiefly gentleneſs mutt ſhew itſelf, when need re- 
quireth, that bar deeds be requited with reproof 
Or correction; for there it is ſo much the more 
needful, by how much the actions themſelves are 
Jeſs pleaſant in themſelves, and bitterneſs with 
them: and for reproofs, mildneſs muſt ſhew itlelf 
in regard of the matter of reproving, and alſo the 
manner: for the matter, in not finding fault with 
every trifle that one ſces amiſs, nor chiding for 
every infhrmitv. Whatſocver fault is not of ſome— 
what a groſs nature, or elſe done in ſomewhat a 
preſumptuous manner, may be palled by in filence, 
either with none, or half a word, That happy 
eflect of love which conſiſteth in paſting by wants 
and wcakneſſes, is excecding neceſſary towards 
ſtrangers, much more towards thoſe of the houf- 
hold, moſt of all betwixt the neareſt couple of tho 
houſhold. Be not, therefore, extreme nor rigor- 
ous in this matter; but as a mother's tenderneſs 
of love doth cauſe, that ſhe takes no notice of di- 
vers little deformities in her own child, ſo and 
thou afletted to thine own wife, Pray to God 
againſt all her faults; ſee and commend all her 
virtues: but petty-wants, and natural ordinary 
weaknelles, never take notice of, never reprove. 
Let her cloſely perceive that thou doit (but wilt 
not) know them : thine unwillingneſs to fee and 
reprove, ſhall make her moie willing to tee and 
reform, But an ever-loving and ever-chiding 
huſband, will make more faults than would be, 
and compel his wife to be far worle, than her 
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own diſpoſition would work her to. Wherefore 
be not always chiding, unleſs thou wouldſt have 
thy wife always naught; for over-irequent re— 

roofs can bring forth nothing but difdain and 
fi icnncſs, 

Again, for the manner of reproving: hen it 15 
moſt necdful, it muſt be very gentle. Ihe words 
2 d geſtures Uſech to preſs a TJault upon the wite's 
conſcience, muſt be mild and amiable, ſuch as 
breathe out love and pity at once. A reproof mull 
be applied as a plaiſter, not with rating, but wilt 
5 It can hardly be avoided even in the 
beit, but that tlus medicine ſhall be neceſſary; yet 
the huſband muſt ever reniember, to uſe no more 
roughneſs than is fit to his own fleſh, Keproots 
of themſelves (as it were a potion) go enough 
% nt the ſtomach: we need not, by Our bitter— 
1.15, make them more loathſome (as it were) by a 
iu! end unf. :ghtly cup. No patient was ever yet 
to dehrous of health, that he could be perſuaded 
20 Grink a potion ſcalding hot: that which burns 
tne lips, will never find admittance into the fto— 
ach, be it never {o wholeſome adrink otherwiſe, 
It is juſt ſo with a reproof : fit ſcald the ear (as 
I mey ſay) with upbraiding and diſgraceful terms, 
with villifying and railin ig words, with a ferylook, 
ang a ſpalkling èye, it will never gain paſlage to 
te heart. Compal fon. kindneſs 'the declaration 
of one's ſorrow for his fault, deſire of his good, 
care of his amendment that is reproved ; theſe ate 
the things that frame the will to accept of an 
atmonition, and much help the kindly working 
thercof. I am not againſt the whole [ome carnetts 
res of reproving, and that ſharpneſs of rebuking, 
w !211C41 in {ome caſes the Lord himſelf commands: : 
but this may well be without bitterneſs, without 
violence of words, and without fierceneſs. An 
«aamonition is then healthfully arp and carnelt, 
when a man in much vlainncls ot {pecch, an 
itrength of reaſon, lavs s a pen the greatne 8, ab {ur- 
dity, danger of the fin, enforcing the conlideration 
of thelc points. DON the Parties conſcience velc- 
mently; 3 
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mently ; but yet ſtill pitifully, with a dectiration 
of more forrow than anger, and of grief for his 
fault and danger, rather than diſplcaſure againit 
his perſun, Such earneſtnefs, huſhands muſt be 
allowed to uſe; for coldneſs will hinder the work- 
ing of medicines, In one word, let a man make 
his FEPrOgrs ſome what warm, but not boiling hot. 
And this is mildneſs in reproofs. And thus vou 
ſee, in w hat things a huſband's mildneſs muſt be 
exerciſed: and fo alſo you have a ſufficient di— 
rection for him in the matter of governing, the 
firſt part of his duty. We mult now deſcend unto 
the ſccond part, which is maintaining of his wife. 


SHH ORE 
CHAP, XIII. 
Of maintaining one's wiſe. 


S our Lord 7efus Chrift, the huſbnnd of his 
church, hath been in nothing wanting to her 
foiriigal welfare, but doth clothe her with the 
pure and white linen of his own righteouſneſs, 
and with the rich and precious graces of his good 
{pirit, whereby ſhe is all glorious within; ſo mult 
every good huſband afford his wife allowances of 
all neceſtary comforts for this life, that ſhe may 
live a chearful and well-contented life with him, 
Before a man allure a woman into copartnerſhip 
of life with him, he ſhould conſider of means to 
maintain both himſelf and her; for how it ſhould 
ſtand with love, to pull fo near a companion into 
the troubleſome fellowſhip of milery and want, I 
c nnot conceive, Doubtleſs, it is a man's wanton 
paſſion that ſpurs him forward, to run blind fold 
into this cſtate, and not the good hand of God 
leading and calling hun unto it, unlefs he be fur- 
niſned in ſome meaſure, with things fit to main- 
tain a wife and family. When the Lord, by his 
(3:8 - good 
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good allowance goes before us, and wiſheth us to 
ollow him into any eſtate, he gives us wiſdom to 
look before-hand, that we have all things neceſſary 
in ſome degree, to perform the duties ofthis eſtate 3 
but when our own paſſions thruſt us forward into 
any courſe, they make us run headlong after our 
own appetite, not troubling ourſelves with any 
ſuch wile and ſerious confiderations. I think, 
therefore, I may fay, that the Lord is author to 
no man, of wedding a wife to miſery and diſtreſs. 
Before he call him to marry, he will let it appear 
unto him, how (at leaſt by the diligent painful- 
neſs of his hand) he may yield his wife a com- 
fortable living. Not but that a poor man alſo may 
have both need of marriage, and alſo allowance 
to marry ; for God forbid, that violence ſhould be 
offered tothe conſciences of thole of meaner eſtate, 
by laying ſuch a ſhare upon them, as if they might 
not lawfully enter into matrimony. But this we 
ſay ſtill, that they muſt have ſome honeſt calling, 
and will, and ability to walk in the fame faith- 
fully, that reaſon may tell them, through God's 
bleſſing, there ſhall be ſomething gotten to main- 
tain a wife, though not richly, yet ſufficiently, 
and according to their rank. For it was never 
God's meaning, that all ſhould be rich, neither 
yet would he have any to be beggars. Let not 
any man, through diſtruſt of God's providence, 
deny himſelf the bencfit of God's ordinance, when 
his need requireth it, for the ſubduing of other- 
wiſc unſubduable paſſions; neither yet let any 
ſo caſily condeſcend to the deſires of his own 
heart, as haſtily to adventure on matrimony, till 
he have uſed all other due means of repreſling 
ſuch paſſions, (Watchfulneſs, abſtinence, praying, 
faſting, and all earneſt oppoſitions) when in rea- 
ſon he can give no ſufficient anſwer to this de- 
mand; how ſhall we do to live, when we are mar- 
ried ? I know that the over-covetuous deſire of 
elder people, doth many times ſtand too much on 
ſuch matters, and cares not to thruſt the younger 
upon miſerable inconveniences, through an un- 
| believing 
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believing diſtruſt, and fear of poverty. And I 


ſec, on the other hand, that the younger are apt to 
caſt themſelves upon ſuch rocks, for want of due 
conſidering of ſuch matters, as to make ſhipwreck 
of peace and quietneſs, and a good conſcience too. 
Wheretore let a middle courle be followed here. 
Thou mayſt pleaſe God in a poor eſtate, and mayſt 
afford a wife comfort in a meaner condition ; but 
ſtill fomewhat there muſt be to live on; ſome cal- 
ling, ſome trade, ſomething that may promiſe that, 
which God promiſeth to the diligent, vez, that 
they ſhould be ſatisſicd with bread, So this duty 
mult take up part of a man's thoughts before he 
be married; and (after the contratt of marriage) 
he muſt ſtill continue theſe thoughts, often look - 
ing to it, that his wife may want nothing needful 
for her, Wherefore, let each'huſband be con- 
vinced, that it is his daty to allow his wife con— 
venient maintenance, and not to think himſelf fo 
abſolutely lord of all, but that his wife mult allo 
direct the huſband in this part of his duty, by 
ſhewing him three necellary things: firit, the mea 


lure; ſecondly, the manner; thirdly, the times 


and ſealons oft this his allowance. For the firſt, 
two things mult mealure out her expences, as well 
as his own ; and thole arc his place and his means, 
lo far as his calling requireth, and his ability will 
bear; and no further muſt he extend his coſt in 
attire, and other neceflarics for his wife. Not 
either of theſe, but both theſe, mult be adviſed 
with: for ſometimes a man's place, or function in 
the common- wealth, would bear more than his 
decayed eſtate will well ſuffer. 

You lee in what quantity the wife's allowance 
mult be given, Conſider. alio, in what manner, 
and that mult be moſt willingly, chearfully, rea— 
dily ; before ſhe aſketh, he muſt anſwer ; and offer 


before ſhe requeſt, The greateſt commendation 


of a gift, is the giver's chearfulnels ; and the ſureſt 

ſign of chearfulnefs, is ſpeed and expedition. Do 

to her, as God to his fats and willingly and 

abundantly give her all things to enjoy: and this 
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do, both whilſt you live together, and at thy de- 
ccale alſo, if it fall out, that thyſelf depart chis 
world firſt. For fo (which is the third thing I 
intended to ſpeak of) there are two ſeaſons, in 
which the huſband's bounty ſhould declare itſelf; 
the firſt, during life; the ſecond, after it. 

The love of a huſband mult not die before 
himſelf, no, nor with him : but the effe&s of it 
mult ſurvive him : and when himſelf is departed, 
his bounty muſl be preſent with her, even after 
death, When a man is to leave this world, he 
muſt not leave the care of his wife, but remem- 
ber, in the diſpoſing of his goods, to bequeath ſo 
full a part to her, as may make 1t appear, that he 
thinks not himfelf wholly dead, ſo long as ſhe (the 
one half of him is alive, Let thy wife, even after 
thy death, enjoy fuch a part of thy ſubſtance, as 
that ſhe need not ſtand beholden to her children 
(that in all reaſon ſhould have them beholden to 
her); neither let thy wife's inſinuations make thee 
more ſparing to thy children than 1s fit; nor let 
thy fondnels to thy children, make thee more re- 
gardleſs of thy wife than is fit; but be fure, as 
thine eſtate is, to let her have wherewithall to live 
like a mother, they like children : for doubtleſs, 
the wife hath wrong, if her huſband do not pro- 


vide ſo for her, that the children ſhall want occa- 


Gon to deſpiſe her in her age. 
* 
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CHAP, XIV. 
| Of the wife's peculiar duties, 


18 wife's ſpecial duty may fitly he referred 
to two heads; firſt, ſhe muit acknowledge 
her inferiority ; ſecondly, ſhe m ſt carry herſelf 
as an inferior, Firſt then, every good woman muſt 
ſuffer herſelf to be convinced in judgment, * 
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ſhe is not her huſband's equal ; without which, it 
is not poſſible there ſhould be any contentment, 
either in her heart, or in her houte. Where the 
woman ſtands upon terms of equality with her 
huſband, much more if ſhe will needs account 
herſelf his better, the very root of all good car- 
riage is withered, and the ee thereof dried 
up: out of place, out of peace. Whoever, there- 


fore, doth deſire, or purpoſe to be a good wife, or 


to live comfortably, let her let down this conclu. 
fion within her ſoul : mine hutband is my ſupe- 
rior, my better ; he hath authority and rule over 
me; nature hath given it him, having framed our 
bodies to tenderneſs, men's to more hardneſs; God 
hath given it him, laying to our firſt mother, 7hy 
defire fhail, be ſubject to thine huſband, and he ſhall 
rule over thee, His will I fee to be made by God 
the tie, not of mine actions alone, but of my de- 
fires and wifhes allo, I will not ſtrive againſt 


God and nature, though my fin have made my 


lace tedious, yet will I confeſs the truth: mine 
Collard is my luperior, my better. Unleſs the 
wile learns this leſſon perſettly, if ſhe have it not 
without book, and at fingers ends (as we ſpeak) if 


Her very heart do not inwardly and thoroughly 


condeſcend unto it, there will be nothing betwixt 
them but wrangling, repining, ſtriving, and a con- 
tinual vying to be equal with him, or above him; 
and ſo ſhall their life be nothing elle but a very 
battle, or a trying of maſteries. Let us grant, that 
in gifts thou art his better, having more wit and 
underſtanding, more readineſs of ſpeech, more 
dexterity of managing affairs, and whatſoever 
other good quality may be incident to a woman; 
yet underſtand, that ſo may thy ſervant exceed 
thee as much, as thou doſt him. Hath not man 
u {ervant more wit and underſtanding (and often 
more grace too) than a maſter and miſtreſs put 
at 


| together? Yet loath would the wife be, t 


the ſervant ſhould deny both her huſband and 
hericlt the name of betters. Know then, that a 
man may be ſuperior in place to one, to whom he 
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is inferior in gifts; and know alſo, that thou doſt 
abuſe the good parts God hath given, in ſeeking 
thence to infringe thine huſband's ſuperiority 
and better were it for a woman to be of mean ca- 
Pacity (ſo that ſhe can put upon her the ſpirit of 
tubjection), than to be adorned with all the good 
qualities of nature (for thoſe of grace ſhe cannot 
have, ſo long as her pride is ſo predominant) and 
thereby be made ſelf-conceited againſt her huſ- 
band, Wherefore, O thou wife, let thy beſt un- 
derſtanding be to underſtand, that thine huſband 
1s by God made the governor and ruler, and thou 
his inferior, to be ruled by him. Though he be 
of meaner birth, and of leſſer wit; though he were 
of no wealth, nor account in the world, before 
thou diſt marry him, yet after this, God will have 
thee ſubject, and thou muſt put upon thylelf a 
willingneſs to confeſs thyſelf ſo to be. This duty 
had ſo much more need to be prelled, becauſe, 
though it be ſo plain, as it ee bs denied; yet it 
15 withall ſo hard, that it can hardly be yielded 
to : but unleſs the judgment be truly informed, 
and ſoundly convinced of this point, the will and 
aſfections will never be kept in good order: ſet it 
down, therefore, as a concluſion, not ſo much as 
once to be called in queition ; my huſband is my 
better. 

Sccondly, The wife being reſolved that her 
place is the lower, mult carry herſelf as an infe- 
rior; for it ſignifies little to confels his authority 
in word, if e frame not herſelf to ſubmiſſion in 
deed. Now ſhe thall teſtify her inferiority in a 
Chriſtian manner, if ſhe practiſe thoſe duties of re- 
verencc and ſubjection. Firſt, for reverence : the 
wife owes as much oi that to her huſband, as the 
children or {ſervants do to her, yea, as they do to 
him; only it is allowed, that to her it be ſweeten'd 
with more love and more familiarity. All infe— 
riors OWE reverence, neither mult the wife con- 
ceit, as if ſhe were leſs bound to reverence her 
huſband, than are the relt of the family, This 
alone is the difference: the may be more familiar, 

not 
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not more rude; as being more dear, not lefs ſub- 
ject than they. And this reverence of hers mult 
be both inward andoutward : firſt the heart of the 
wife muſt be held under, inwardly, with a dutiful 
reſpect of her huſband ; the muſt regard him as 
God's deputy, not looking to his perſon, but to 
his place; not thinking ſo much who and what 
a one he is, as whole officer. This the apoſtle 
directly enjoineth ſaying, Let the wafe ſee, that ſſie 
reverence her Au band: as if he had {aid, of all 
things, let her moit carefully labour not to fail in 
this point of duty; for if ſhe do, her whole car- 
riage muſt needs be unbecoming. The Apoltle's 
meaning is to preſcribe a fear ,not flavith, but 
loving), luch as may well ſtand with the neareſt 
union of hearts, as is to be ſeen between Chriſt and 
his church, This fear of the wife is, when (in 
conſideration of his place) ſhe doth abhor and ſhun 
it as the greateſt evil that can befall her, next to 
the breach of God's commandments, to difpleaſs 
1 and offend her huiband, We ſtand in due awe 
of God's majeſty, when we loath the breach of his 
commandments, and grieving of his ſpirit, as the 
greateit of all evils; and the wife doth duly fear 
her huſband, when next to the former evil, ſhe 
ſhuns the diſobeying, grieving and diſpleaſing of 
her huſband, who 1s the next to God above her. 
Such regard mult her heart have of her head, that 
it may keep her hand and tongue, and all from diſ- 
| order. I know this is not cuſtomary among the 
gicater number of women, yea, they ſcarce eſteem 
' it a ſeemly or a ncedful thing that it ſhould be ſo; 
3 ea, they care as little for their huſbands, as their 
huſbands for them. But if thou wilt cver prove 
a virtuous wife, take much pains with thine heart, 
0 to make it ſtand in awe of thine huſband; and 
| know, that God bath not, for naught, given the 
d former caveat unto women, As a woman grows ' 2 
A in this inward reſpect, ſo may ſhe look to get the 9 
5 better of all other infirmities; as ſhe 1s careleſs | 
's herein, ſo ſhall ſhe be peſtered with all other en- 
"ER: ormities. But how ſhall a woman bring her heart 
1 | to 
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to this regardful diſpoſition ? I anſwer, by Tools- 
ing through her huſband to God the author of 
marriage, and putting herſelf often in mind, not 
of his deſerts, but of God's' ordinance, If one 
conſider an inferior officer (in himſelf) he cannot 
tometimes but diſdain him for his meanneſs, if he 


conſider him as the King's officer (intruſted with 


a part of his royal authority): his reverence to his 


rince, will produce ſome reverence to his officer 
for his fake, The huſband is to the wife the image 
and glory of God, The power that is given to 
him, 15 God's originally, and his by God's ap- 
pointment. Look not, therefore, on the qualities 
of thine huſband, but upon his place; and know 
that thou canſt not neglect or deſpite him, but that. 
the contempt redoundeth unto God's diſhonour, 
who hath ordained him to be thine head; ſo if 
religion have feaſoned thine heart with the tear of 
God, thou ſhalt fear thine huſhand alſo, for his 
commandment alſo. But as the wife's heart mult 


be as affected with this loving fear, fo muſt her 


outward carriage ſhew it, and that in two ſpecial 
things: firſt, in her words; ſecondly, in her be- 
haviour. Her words are either to himſelf, of him 
behind his back, or to others before him; all muſt 
have a taſte of reverence, Firſt, her ſpeeches to 


himſelf mult neither be ſharp, ſullen, paſſionate; 


nor yet rude, careleſs, nor contemptuous ; but 
ſuch as carry the ſlamp of fear upon them, teitify- 
ing, that ſhe well conſiders who herlelf is, and to 
whom ſhe ſpeaketh. The wife's tongue toward her 
huſband, muſt neither be keen nor looſe; neither 
ſuch as argues anger nor neglect, but favouring of 
all lowlineſs and quietneſ of affettion; that if ano- 
ther ſhould ſtand by and hear them, he might per- 
ceive (though he knew not otherwiſe) that theſe 
are the words of an inferior to her better. Look 
what kind of words thyſelf wouldſt diſlike from 
thy ſervant or child, thoſe muſt not thou give to 
thine huſband ; for the ſame duty of fear is in the 
{ame words, and in the {ame plainneſs command- 
ed to thee, that is unto them, Forbear then all 

ſpeeches, 


— 
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Tpecches, ſavouring of paſſion ; but beware alſo of 
words that may bewray contempt. I told you 
before, that it was the privilege of a wife (becauſe 
of her dearneſs) that ſhe may be familiar: but yet 
I have obſerved an excels of familiarneſs that de- 
ſerveth to be blamed. Why ſhould a woman bear 
herlelf ſo over bold of her huſband's kindneſs, as 
to nick-name him with thoſe nick- names of fami- 
liarity, Tom, Dick, Ned, Wilt, ach, or the like, as 
J have heard gaod wives do; but (I confeſs} with 
a diſtaſte of their rudencſs: for could a woman 
ſpeak otherwiſe to her child or ſervant, than in 
ſuch kind of abbreviated names as theſe? Cer— 
tainly the woman's love muſt be tempered with 
fear: and thoſe ſpeeches of hers, which would 
Mew kindneſs, mult allo have a print of reverence 
vpon them, orelie they are not allowable. Where- 
fore let wives be taught (in ſpeaking to their huſ- 
bands) to learn of her, that called her huſhand by 
an honourable name. Leave Tom, and Dich, to 
ci} thine huſband, huſband, or fome other name 
of dignity, And thus mult a woman's tongue be 
ordered towards her huſband, when ſhe ſpeaks to 
him. | 
She muſt alſo look to her ſpeeclies directed to 
others in his preſence, that they may be ſuch as 
may witneſs a due regard of him. Ilis company 
muit make her more careful of her behaviour to 
any other before him, than otherwile fhe need to 
be. Her words to children and ſervants, in his 
fight and hearing, ought not to be loud and ſnap- 
piſh. If ſhe peccerve a fault in them, ſhe muſt yet 
remember, tnat her better ſtands by, and therefore 
mult not {peak but upon necellity, aud then utter 
that reproof in a more ſtill and mild manner, than 
in his abſence ſhe might. No woman of govern- 
ment will allow her children and ſervants to be 
loud and brewling before her, and ſhall ſhe her— 
ſelf be fo before her huſband ? S 
Thirdly, The woman's ſpceches of her huſband. 
behind his back muſt be dutiful and reſpectful. 
She mult not talk of him with a kind of FRO: 
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neſs or flightneſs of ſpeech, much leſs with re- 
proachſul terms. Herein the godly fact of Sarah 
1s commended to our imitation, and mult be put 
in practice; when ſhe but thought of her huſhand, 


in the abſence of all company, the did reverently 


intitle him by the name of my Lord. Who would 
bear a child ſneaking aiſgracefully, and murmur- 
ingly, againſt his own father, though behind his 
back? And {hall it be thought ſufferable in a 
wife ? He that allows not an evil thought of the 
prince, will not allow evil ſpeeches of the hul- 
band. | 

Thus muſt a woman's words be ordered towards 
her huſband, Something allo muſt be ſpoken of 
her geſtures and countenance, which, as well as 
her words. mufl be mixed with reverence, and 
have a taſte of fear. Both good ard bad diſpofi— 
tions have more ways of uttering themſelves than 
by the tongue. Solomon ſpeaketh of an eye that 
deſpiſeth the mother: ſurely then the eye al{o of 
the wife may be a deſpiting eve, and her Mole 


behaviour and geſtures may proclaim contempt, 


though her fengue be altogether ſilent. Now 
theſe alſo muſt be looked, unto, that they may not 
diſcover a baſe eſteem of her kuſband. Rude and 
contemptuous behaviours are no leſs uncomely in 
an inferior. and do no leſs diſplcale a ſuperior, 
than the moſt fierce and outrageous {peeches would 
do. V herefore as herſelf will condemn thele in 
her children towards herſclf, fo let ler by no 
means allow them in herſelf againſt her kuſbanc, 
towards whom the Lord hath bound her, as well 
to practiſe, reverence, and ſear, as any of her in- 
feriors unto her. For ſtill it muſt be preſſed upon 
the hearts of wives, that familiarity is allowed 
them, but no rudeneſs, Y 
Ihe ſecond ſpecial duty of a wiſe is ſubjection. 
Now that hath alſo two parts; the firſt is, obedi- 
ence to lier huſband's commandments ; the ſecond 
is, ſubmiſſion to his reproofs. For the firſt, the 
apoſtle doth lainly give it in charge to women, 


laying, Let the wife be ſulje to her hvfland in all 


lil. 


* 
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ah x What need we further proof? Why is 
ſhe his wife, if ſhg will not obey him? And how 


can ſhe in his name require obedience of the chil- 


dren and ſervants, if herſelf refuſe to yield it unto 


him? For doubtleſs ſhe can expett it none other- 


wiſe than as his deputy, and a ſubſtitute under 
him. But the t'ing itfelf will not be fo much 
queſtioned, as the meaſure : not whether a wife 
mult obey, but how far her obedience mult ex- 
tend, To which doubt the apoſtle hath yielded 
us a plain ſolution, faying, In all thin;;sin the Lord, 
Obedience you fee, muſt be general; fo that it be 
in the Lord, In whatever matter a woman's 
yielding to her huſband ſhall not prove a rebellion 
againſt her maker, in that matter the 1s bound in 
conſcience to yield unto him, without any further 
eee. Neither yet ſufficeth it, that her obe- 

ience reach to all lawful things, unleſs it be alſo 
performed willingly, readily, quietly, chearfully; 
without brawling, contending, thwarting, ſour— 
neſs, And thus you have heard the firſt part of 


ſubjection, obedience ; a duty which, 1 doubt not, 
ſeemeth hard enough to woman- kind. But the 


ſecond part of ſubjection is yet more hard, and 
Withal equally, if not more needful, that is, ſub- 
mi ſſion in receiving reproofs from their huſbands; 
as ſhe muſt willingly obey all his lawful command- 
ments, ſo mult ſhe patiently ſuffer all his repre- 
henſions. Is not this duty plainly 8 in 
thoſe words ? As the church is ſubject to Chriſt, fo 
muft alſo the wives to their own huſbands in every thing. 
Doubtleſs, to bear reproofs is a neceſſary part of the 
churches” ſubjection unto Chriſt; neither ſhall it 
diſcharge its duty in ſtriving to obey, unleſs where 
it faileth it be content to be chidden : wherefore 
it is impoſſible for women to looſe their conſei— 
ences from the bond of this ſubjection, unleſs they 


could ſhew (which they ſhall never be able to 


ſhew) ſome other text of ſcripture limiting and 
abridging this, | 


* - CHAP. 


CHAP. xv. 
| Containing ſome ab plication of all. 
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ND firſt, this miniſters a good inſtruttion to 
rung and unmarried people, that they do 

not unadviſedly ruſh into this eats, A thing of 
ſuch difficulty ſhould not be ſlightly undertaken, 
They ſhall have their hands full of duty, if they 

et not their hearts full of grace, and their heads 
Fall of wiſdom; they ſhall find a houſe full of 
trouble, and a life full of woe, meeting with gall 
inſtead of honey, and gravel inſtead of nouriſhing 


morſels. Wouldſt thou be married? See what 


wiſdom, what patience, what grace fit to govern, 
or fit to obey, thou findeſt in thyſelf, Get theſe 
againſt thou come to uſe them, or elſe marriage 
will not yield thee ſuch contentment as thine im- 
agination promiſeth, Vain youth grow wanton, 


and muſt marry before they have any power to 


ractiſe, any underſtanding to know their duties. 
He that leaps over a broad ditch with a ſhort ſtaff, 
ſhall fall in the midſt; and he that enters upon 


matrimony without great grace, ſhall be mired in 
diſquietment and vexation. Let unmarried peo- 


ple think of this, and be wiſe, 


Secondly, I muſt adviſe all married perſons to 
grow acquainted with theſe duties, and to mark 


their failings in the fame, But miſtake me not : 
I would that the wife ſhould know hers, the huſ- 
band his; and both, the common duties, I defire 
that they ſhould each mind their own, not ſo 
much each other's failings, Indeed it may be 
feared, that divers hearers now will be worſe for 
hearing, becauſe they heard amiſs, The huſband 


may perhaps ring his wife a peal of her duty When 


he comes home, and tell her how her faults were 
ript up, and yet never conſider his own duties or 
faults. The wite alſo may likely tell him of his 
own at home, when ſhe hath little or nothing to 
ſay to herſelf. Thus both ſhall be worſe, when 
they ſeek to upbraid each other, not to amend 


( 37 ) 

each one, Thou huſband, didſt liſten attentive! 
when the Woman's duties where handled; „ there 
he met with my wife;” „ ſuch a time ſhe ſhewed 
little reverence, leſs obedience.” Thou, wife, 
hadit the like thoughts concerning thy huſband : 
“ 'Lnere he told him home of his duty,” © It is 
not long ſince he ſhewed himſelf neither wiſe nor 
gentle,” 1 would he would fee to amend.” 
Unwiſe man, unwiſe woman; why hadſt thou not 
moſt care of thine own ſoul? Coulqdit thou mark 
what was good for another's diſeaſe, not what for 
thine own? Wilt thou grow in his way, andnot 
now one foot of that wherein thyſelf mult tra- 

vel? | 

4 Brethren, Siſters, let this be altered in us: if 
thou be a chriſtian huſband, have more care to 
know that, and be more frequent in conſidering 
that, for which thine own foul muit anſwer, than 
what lies to the account of another. So do thou 
that art a chriſtian wife, And that man or wo- 
man that ſecs not more faults and failings in him 
or herſeif than the yoke-fellow, bewrays a won» 
> derous great pride and ignorance, if he or ſhe be 
| not matched with one too notorious. If the heart 
: were well touched, its own fins would be more 
| grievous, the hathand's or wife's lels. Contend 
therefore not how ſhort thy yoke-fellow comes, 
but not to come ſhort thyſelf. Paſs by the other's 
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failings mor? ealily, be more cenſorious towards 5 
thy own: this were to deal as a chriſtian, even to | 


judge thyſelf, He never yet learnt to work well 
in any Work, that would caſt his eyes more upon 
his neighbour's fingers than his own : neither was 
he ever a Food ſchiolar, that would con his fellows, 
and not regard the talk impoſed upon himſelf, 
And that makes huſbands hg wives fuch ill pay- 
maſters one to another, becaule they look often 
what is Owing to them, not what they owe, I 
doubt not but experience will back my fpeech, if 
1 pronouncey that they be not the beſt hufbands 
and wives which are heard tb complain much of 
their yoke-fellaw's defects in duty, little of the- | 
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own. And yet is not this ordinary? Every man 
would be a good huſband, if his wife were not fo 
bad; and ſhe a good wife, if he were not ſo ex- 
ceſſive faulty. All the accuſations, all the judg- 
ings, are darted at each other, What folly is this? 
Underſtand, idle man or woman, that it is not the 

requiring or receiving of duty from others, but 
the knowing and performing of what pertains to 
thyſelf that will make thee a chriſtian, comfort 
thee intemptation, rejorce thee in death, and ſtand 
for thee in judgment. And yet art thou ſo loud 
and much in calling for duty, ſo dumb and igno- 
rant in yielding it ! 

Jo conclude therefore, know thine: own duty 
beſt, mark mo!t thine own tranſgreitings of duty, 
then ſhalt thou be free from brawls with thy yoke- 
fellow, if thou be taken up with pains about thy- 
ſelf : and there is no better means of peace in fa- 
milies, than that every one ſhould learn and ply 
his own work, ſee and labour to mend his own 
faults, Have you then been both or either un- 
chaſt, unloving, unfaithful ? Repent both, and 
ſtrain not courtely who ſhall begin ; but let either 
et: the other a copy of goodneſs, And if you will 

needs ſtrive, let it be, which ſhall be beſt, which 
mend firſt, Haſt thou been a fooliſh, paſſionate, 
unjuſt huſband, full of bitter words, in alſo 
(which is monſtrous) of blows given cauleleſly, 
and in anger, not regarding thy wife's good, io 
thou mighteſt go'away with thine own will? Dive 
not into her faults; cry not out, ſhe hath been 
thus and thus to me ; but repent of thy bitterneſs, 
unthriftineſs, folly of all ſorts: confeis it to God; 
beſeech him to make thee a better huſband, 

that thy wife may be better. Haſt thou been a 
diſdainful, contemptpous, brawling, impatient, or 
diſobedient wife ? Aſk thine heart before God, 
and diſſemble not. If yea; clamour not againſt 
thine huſband's folly, exclaim not of his raſhneſs 
and hardneſs, but condemn thyſelf before, and 
call upon God to make thee reverence and obey | 


( 89 ) 
treat him of mercy to make the better, that thy 
huſband alſo may be better. Follow the proverb, 
and «© Let every one of you mend one, I mean 
himſelf, and contention willceaſe. Pray for each 
one's ſelf firſt, then for each other, Where you 
have offended, labour to ſee it, confeſs, bewail, 
and call for power to reform, and be not ſkilful to 
caſt the fault upon another, but to caſt it upon 
thyſeſf, So ſhall your loves be ſure, your hearts 
comfortable, your example commendable, your 


| houſes peaceable, yourſelves joyful, your lives 
chearful, your deaths bleſſed, and your memories 


happy for ever. 
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